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2 Theſſ. 2. 10, 11, 12. Becauſe they received not the love of the Truth, that 


they might be ſaved ; God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſions that they ſhould 
believe 4 Lye ; that they all might be damned who believed not the Truth, 


Matth. 7. 15. Beware of falſe Prophets, which come 10 you 1m ſheeps el 
but inwardly they aye ravening wolves. 


"Wo the prnde 1 lead the Bli ude, both ſhall fall into the Ditch. 


gy 


the Braſcn- Serpent in Pauls Church-yard, 1645. 
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Matth. 15.14. Let them alone, they be blinde Leaders of the Blinde : od 
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FOR 
The Equitable 


READER: 


FP OWſoever 1 have not adventnred to offer unts 


Dd the Right Honourable Honſe of Peers any De- 
2 dicatorie Epiſtle , having taken up alreaaie [0 
wach of their pretions time , in their patient 
WB and favourable audience of my (prolix enough) 

CE WY Sermon: Tet preſuming upon thy conrteſicy 
who ſhalt be willing to reade the ſubſequent Notes of that which 
ro their Honours was preached, without any variation ; I have 
made bold to ſpeak_in thy cares ( as the cuſteme 1; ) ſome words 
of a Preface. 

At the firſt inſtant of my calling to this ſervice , the words of 
my Text were caſt into my minde, Where they remained without 
my leaft inclination towards any other, till 1 had delivered from 
them What follswweth. 1 have been for a long time in the opinion, 
that Errour and Induration are,albit not the only,yet among the 


principal, hath fins and mi{cries of this time and place. 
» both ft ſeries of 4 P Hard. 


# 1%; 


The fnfulneſs Haraneſſe of brart us ever a fiane, but then moſt ſinfull, when 


of Inguration. moſt unſcaſonable, If ever there Was a time to weep this wHſt be 
it, when not only the mouth of the Lord from hu Word « calting, 
bat his hand al'o from the Heaven ts arawing us toit, Hewa 
fubborn child, from whoſe eye the rod of the Father can draw no 
water: It ts a hard ſtone which the hammer cannot break : It is 
a picce of unnatural metall wich the fire cannot diſſolve, And 
yet this 75 the complaint of the beſt diſterning Chriſtians every 
Where, That though the Lord at this ioftanhe dealing with us 
by the red, the hammer, the fire of his judgements ; we are ſo far 
from heart-melting , that in this extraordinarie and untimous 
lardueſſe of our heart , wore of the Wrath aud juaiciall kana of 
God doth appear, then in any, or in al onr juagements beſide. 
This plagre of the Lord, on the ſpirits not only of the World, 
Eut of many his acar children, ought to be the (ubjett of our 
accpeſt groans, arid lowd: ft ries to the Heaven, whence alone the 
remedie of this our ſpirits aiſeaſe 8ancome :- For there 1s but one 
Father, and one Lord, and-one Phyſitian of the ſpirits of men. 
| Z1y Weak enaeavonrs towards this great Cure,muſt be fruitleſs, 
rill his hand make the application of theſe preſcriptions , which 
whh all the faithfulneſſe and care .T Was able for the time, 1 have 


coli: Fed onlyut of the book of his oven method of Phyſick. 


6: TW OR” for the other evill of Erronr ; it hath bzen the ſtudie and 

| Gnfallthen work of ſome here and el/eWhere to extenuate rhe ſoufulneſſe there= 
vICE: of , and to arme the coxſtience of all thty could perſWade, againſt 

x the ſenſe of its burthen ; as if the conſcience ought to be impene- 


trable and ſecure from all Wounds which vice and fleſbly Iuſts doe 

{> zot inflict. But 1 believe, if Errour and Vice were Well weigh= 

e4 in the ballance of the SanFauarie , though you put to vice the 

groſſeſt aggravations,whereby the paſſions of the ſoul, and. ations 

of the bodie make it juſtly abominable ; yet if you Will allow to 

Erronr but the grains of. its ordinarie circumft antes, eſpecially 

that one of our T cXt,, Induration, its moſt familiar companion ; 

it will be found to have ſuch a Weight of malignitie, that if be- 

rwixt the two any mmequality do appear , the finfulneſſe of the 
laft will pre-ponder. | 

The intoxioation of the ſpirit of the minde-by the venome of 


Errour, 


| 
i 


—— 


— 


_— 


——_ 


Errour, 1 4s much contrarie to the Divine Nature and Will, xs 
as mwnch hatefall to the Spirit of light and truth, aud as evidently 
dammable, as the corruption of the will, andinferiour affe tons, 
er any member of the boaze with Whatſoever vice, or more bodily 
tranſgreſſion. 1 bope I bave proved th by places of Scripture 
#1an\Verable. 

Whence it neceſſarily followerth, that it 15 more, at leaſt no leſſe 
unlawfuil for a Chriſtian State to give any libertie or toleration AF_—_ -n 
to Erronrs , then to ſet up in every Citie and Pariſh of thetr Er Wt 
D ominions, Bordels for Vncleanneſſe, Stages for Playes , and 
Liſts for Duels. That a libertic for Errours u no leſſe batefull 
to God, noleſſe hurtful ro men, then a freedome without any pu- 
niſhment , Without any diſcouragement, for all men, when and 
whereſocver they pleaſed, to kill, to ſteal, to rob, tocommit aaul- 
tery, or to do any of theſe miſchiefs, Which are moſt repugnant to 
the Civil lay, and deffruflive of humane ſocietie, | 

But that Which my Text points at in Erronrs, ts not ſo much Th ; 
. | "IT" . . e Errours Oz 
their finfulncſſe, as their judgement ; That Godin his wrath had cc. Ne 
gives over that people toerrour. If ever the plague of erring pear tobe ju- 
from the wayes of truth Was ſent upon a land, it ſeems this day to diciall. 
lye upon 11. The Finger of Godin this our judgement, ts demons 
ffrable by divers Charatters, imprinted upon the face f our pre- 


bus 


ſent Errours, above all that in ordinarie ( and not juaiciall Er- 


rours) uſeth to appear, 1 point at four emment ſingularities in 
them: Their various multiplicity, T heir palpable evidence, Their 
Sncreaible increaſe, and in the miaſt of univerſall complaints a- 
gainft roem, A totall negle(t of their cure, 


Firſt, their variety ts prodigious ; I cannot [ay that all which 
ſtand in the ancient Hereſcologies of Philaſtrins, Epiphanius, 
or Augultine, can be found among us, or Were ever to be found 
upon Farthin any one age; But this may be confidently aver= 
red, T 1at more Errours have ſet up their head, and ſhewed their 
miſ=ſhapen countenances lately here, then in any one place of the 
world this aay are known. I aade, that there i not any Erronr 
[poken of in the places moſt infamous for that evill, whether AM- = 
ſRerdam,or Pole, or Tranſilvania,and if you pleaſe to j9yn rim 

# Tr ol 4 three 


1. By their v2- 
ricty. 


a 7 
— —— 


three in one, but all are among ut, and divers more, then in any 
of the places mentioned were ever heard of. 


| By thei T heir evidence in this to me ſeems palpable ; that however at 
*, y their £ IE : ; 
gcolſenefle. their firſt appearance they did waken a great expettation, by their 
faire promiſes of NeW- Light, of New-founa-Truths, of News- 
The new- wayes leading fo extraordinary prerre : yet after a little mnſpecti= 
light of all out. ,y, 154 commerce to un-ingaged and im-prejndicate mindes , they 
| - - +6 0x why are found to be no other , but the very ſame dead karcaſes of old 
OI ">> pt N Hereſies and Schiſmes , which by the happie labours of the 
Reformed Divines in this aud other Churches, lay buried tn 
their grave of oblivion and abomination, till their late infanſt 
reſurreftion. 
Soitisinthe: That new Canterburian- Proteſtautiſme which the other day 
Canterburians 4, 29h bevwirched the Court and Country, vs now ſeen to 
 bave been nothing but m#sked Popery , but a high path-royall 
Way to Rome, a Schoole of Idelatry, Hereſfie, Treachery, and 
mercileſſe bloodſhed. | 
. The Antino® , Theſe Goſpell-truths, theſe ſweet Sermons of Free-grace; that 
mianss ſetting up of nahed Chrift on his Throne , Which hat ſeancea ſo 
many thouſauds of well-meaning ſouls,ao now appear in their ow 
colours, and to any common eye may be ſeen to be nothing but the 
groſſe Antinomy of the ola Libertines, | 
The Anabap- Theſe innocent ſeruples of tender conſcientes only about the 
tifts. rounds of Pedo-baptiſme, whither have they now led [ome 
millions, not of the Worſt of our people ? See we not, that without 
any leave ſo much as asked of the Magiſtrate » very great 
numbers of Churches are ereFed by them, of formall and avowed 


Anabaptiſts. 
The T.iber- | Theſe ſpecious and popular Inveftives againit Tyranxie 
tines. and Perſecution ; thoſe plauſible Harangues for a liberty onely 


r0 examine , Withomt prejudice, What Was proponed under the 
name of a Divine Trath ; Whether , at la#t, hath it carricd 
wultitud's Who efteem themſelves among the moi? rationall 
of \men ? Have they not opened, in the miaſt of our ſtreets, 
rhe ol4 Pantheon of Pagani/h Rome ; reſolurely aſſerting an 
abſolute Freedom for Turks , Jews , Pagans , Papiſts, and 


if 


if there be any Worſe pe , not oxely to live in all quiet» 
weſſe among  , but to be permitted, Without any Diſcou- 
ragement , ro follow their Conſtiences ; aud ſo to employ them- 
ſelves daily , in the moſt advantagions places; private or pub. 
like , With ſo much art and atligence as they can wſe, to 
draw all the World toward their Wicked Profeſſions ? 

And not to run ont upon all the reit of our old renewed The Tndepen- 
Errours , that ſs mnch-extolled Independency , Wherein many dens. 
Religions ſouls for the time do Wanaer , Which # the chief 


- hand that opened at firſt , and keepeth open to this day the door 


20 all the other Errours that plague us : What # it elſe but | 
a Limb, or rather , the large half. of the Boay of old Brow= Apotyger. Nox. 
niſm ? as its own Patrons confeſſe, a midale Way betwixt the 
Reformed Churches and the Browviſts ; the ſame Way Which 
Morellius ( ſeduced by the Dutch Anabaptifts ) did I 
bour to bring into FRANCE ; but by Bcza and Sadatll, 
in two Generall Aſſemblies, it Was ſo fully confuted, that 
to this day all the Churches thtre do dctefÞ it + Net Bolton 
and Brown Would needs bring it into ENGLAND. 
Theſe two are the known Fathers of Englilh Independens 
cy ; men whoſe Inventions cannot be much loved, for their 
authors ſake , when they are well known. Among all the Pro+ 
reftant Divines that ever ENGLAND bred, I doubt if Robinſons Tu- 
any have been more ſcaudaloms either in life or arath, then the Rif.p.0. 
two former , as their chief followers are forced to atknowleage, 
Few Prelaticalli men have gone beyond Brown in Profani- 
ty., from hu Youth to his Old-age : And Judas bunſclf 
Was n0 more abominable then Bolton in his death, 
1 have oft marvelled how the Invention of ſo infamous 
Authors conla be entertained by men of underſtanding, eſpeci- 
ally ſince Gad did openly brand that their Conception with the 
AAarks of hu Disþleaſure , not onely in its Birth , but in all 
the paſſages of its Liſe , Wherever yet it hath ſer foot on 
ground, 
T be fruits of Bolton and Browns Tndepenaency at Amn- Apcliget. Nx: 
fterdam have been ſo eminently ſcandalous , that its own 


frienas can finds no cover of excuſe for them, 
A'2 ' The 


— ze . 


—- 


Edwards Ave | 


tapol, 


2. By their 1tte 


creaſe, 


4. By mcns 


i 
| 
- 


The third Charafter whrrewith the Finger of God hath 


The Diviſions and Rents that ſprang from the ſame root 


| when it was planted in [ome better greund, at Arnhem and Ro« 


 terdain, have been no lefſe unbappie and bitter. 

| But that which d:monftrates the Gennine Nature of this 
' Plant, 14 its fruits in New-England , Where , without any 
' ſacumbrance from without or from withiw , having all the Ads 
' vantages Civil and Ecclefraftick which conld be wiſhed 3 it 
| got leaveto put out 1t's fall ſtren th: In a ſhort time there, 
 1t brought forth ſuch a multitude of groſſe Herefies and Divſie 


| ons, as did threaten not the Churches alone , but the Civil State 


 aiſowith a totall Ruine. 
1f our Hopes of it here may be much better, for any of its 
| wo which yer we have taſted, wiſe men will pronounce, 


' ffigmarized the Errours of this place, is, Their Incredible en« 
greaſe : It can hardly be ſhewn Where Erroar, in ſo fbort a time, 
' bath made ſo great a Conqueſt : For however, as I am infor« 
med , all the Fowls that yet have wade their Neſt in the laſt 
Branch whereof we aid ſpcak,, may eaſily be uumbred , being no 
ways ſo many 4s (ome Would make them; yet 'if ye look upon 
' the Whole Tree in all its Branches, it will be found to have drawn 
under its ſhadaoW a marvellous multitude of Creatures. Theſe 
laſt four yeers, it ſeems, more people here have made Apoſtacie to 
; oe Erront or other , of their own accord , without the violence 
of any Perſecution , then in all the Reformed Churches together 
for an hunared yeers and above. Erronr of it ſelf ts of no ſuch 
conquering ſtrength, did not the Fuſtice of God give men over to 
be captivated by its Deluſions. 


The fourth Demonſtration of a Divine Judgement in our 


negle& of their Errours, us this, That though they have been univerſally ac= 


Cure, 


knowledged and regrated, yet to this day their effetuall Cure 
bath been Well neer univerſally negle Fed, It 1s now not Moneths, 
but Yeers , fince upon the faithfull Warning of the Lords Meſ- 
ſengers, all men, every Where, have joyned to acknowleage and 
to profeſſe their diſpleaſure at the ſpreading of Errour wy 

ALE 


A 


face of this Land : No Societies more full of theſe C omplaints 
then the three moſt Conſiderable , The two Honourable Hou. 
ſes, and The Reverend Aſſembly : Bnt yet, after all theſe Re- 
grates , What reall flop hath been made to the Current of this 
over-flowing Deluge ? 


T heſe are a great part of our Judgements ; Which the god- Our comfors 
ly, in the days of Humiliation , and When el(e their hearts are and hope, 
Jooſed to mourn, do deplore, Tet here ts our Comfort , That, 
in anſwer to our Supplications, the Lord hath ſtirred up the 
hearts of thoſe Who have power effeftnally to minde that Which 
We are confident Will prove the Remedy of theſe and many more 
of our preſent Evils z, 1 mean, The ſetting up , Without further 
Delay , of the Loraz Government in his own Houſe , over all 
the Land, | 

The Whol: Goverwment being tran(mitted from the Aſem- 
bly, and looked upon by both Houſes With a gracious Aſpett, and 
ſundry Votes already paſt upon the chief parts thereof ; it us 
certainly expected , that in a very ſhort time the Whole Frame 
ſhall be ercfed , and not onely be accompanied With the joyfull 
Acclamations of this Land, and of all the Churches abroad ; 
but alſo filled with ſo much Grace and Power from the preſence 
of the Lord, as ſhall prove an heavenly Attraftive , Without" 
any need of humane violence, to draw the ſpirits of thoſe Who 

for the time do mo#t diſſent and oppoſe, toits admiration and 
isve, Waiting and praying for the ſight of that happie ay, 


1 ret, 
Thy Seryant, 
in the Lord, . 


Re. B... 


— —_— 


A Sermon preached before the Right Ho- 
nourable the Houle of Lords, 


Fuly 30. I645. 


—— 
—W_— 


I's Al. 63, 17. 
Lord , why haſt thou made w« to erre from thy ways , ana | 
hardned our hearts from thy fear ? Return for thy [er- 
wants ſake, the Tribes of thine Inheritance. 


\ 2 72; N this and thetwo next Chapters, we 74. D;vifcm ; 
= - G4 have a heavenly Conference md Dia» the % hom f 
N ho 99 logue betwixt Chriſt and the Church 
<8 of 1/-acl, in the time of her affliftion 
PAR 10 Babel. 
#1 (a> The Dialogue hath Three or Six 
parts-: Three Queſtions of the Church, 
Wa and Three Anſwers of Chriſt. 
In the firſt verſe of this Chapter , we have the firlt Que- The firft Pore: 
ſtion and Anſwer. The Church, about that time of the 
Captivity to which this part of the Prophecie relateth, was 
much oppreſſed with many Enemies.God,after all his wrath, 


ho Sv . 
i Fe 


begins to ariſe, and take order with them who long had 


devoured ker ; eſpecially with EZdors , the neerelſt and moſt 
bitter Enemy of Jacob. When ſhe ſees the ſudden and un- | 


expected Vengeance on Eaew, admiripg who could be the | | 
B author 


—_— 


2 


The Dock ins, 


Tre ſecond part 


of the Chapter, 


A Sermon preached before the Right Honourable 


ts Ee On Oe ce em - == 


author and worker of it , (he propoſes the Queſtion ; Who 


he was that had deſtroyed Bozra, the principall City of the 
Edomites , and was marching in his great and glorious 


ſtrength from the Land of Edem , the {crvice there being en- 


ded, to other of the Enemies Countreys. 
Unto the Churches Interrogation, Chriſt anſwers , That 


it was he himſelf, who now , by his works, was demonſtra- 


ting the truth of his ancient promiſes , and fhewing the 
might of his power to fave his people from the Enemies op- 


preſton. 


Obſerve, When the Charch hath Wreſted long With ber ens. 


mics, and ready to fatnt and give over ; on a ſuaden, Chriſt, the 
K ing and Captain of the Hot of Iſracl, comes down, and breaks 


the ſtrength. of the prevailing enemy ; to the Church her great 


admiration. 


The fecond part of the Dialogue 1s in the next five verſes, 
The Church finding it was her Lord and God who was be- 
gun to take yengeance on her enemies ; before he go, ſhe is 
deſirous of more conference with him , and propoſes a ſe- 


cond Queſtion , Wherefore his Garments were red, as if - he 


had been treading a Preſſe of red wine ? 

The Lords Anſwer is, That the cf time of his Venge- 
ance upon her Enemies was come : That though her ſtrength 
was gone, and among all her friends there was none able to 
ſtand againſt her foes ; yet he alone would do it, and by his 
own Arm had deſtroyed already ſome of them with ſo great 


_ 2a ſlaughter, that all his glorious Raiment was ſtained with the 


the firſt De- 


crrine, 


The jecond, 


blood of the flain. 


Hence obſerve, firſt, hr» the condition of the Church 1s moſt 
arfprrate upon earth , then 1 the day and hour of ber certain r= 


dreſſe from heaven. 


The Church , deſerted of her ſelf aud all mex elſe, hath one 
fat friend, Who alone u Worth many T ev thor; anas, able to draw 


ber ons of all aceps. | 
In 


t 


Abi. 4  AZIA£ WW _ vx Sa— | ———_ 
me 6 XK 


— W_— —— > "_ 


the Houſe of Loras , July 30. L645 3 


In the day of the Lords anger, Wo to all the enemies of 1h: Tie 1h1-4 
Church. When the Lord begins to trample them in the Wine © To 
prefle of his Indignation ; if there were no more but tl e da(h- 
ing of their bodies in pieces, the watering of the ground with 
their blood, and the ſtaining of the garments of their killers 
therewith ; tf no more followed, it were well to them : But 
they muſt drink after death in the Cup of the everlaſting fury 
of the Almighty, as Fohw comments it, Rev. 14.10. They ſhall 


be tormented With fire and brimſtone for ever and ever. 


In the third part of the Dialogue from the ſeventh verſe, The Subdiviſion 
the Church finding her Deliverance ſenſibly begun , but not 9 therbird © | 
accompliſhed (for though Zdom was deſtroyed, yet Babel *** 
was fitting like a Queen over the Nations , and molt over 
the rubbiſh of deſolate Feruſalem ) ſhe turns her (clf to' her 
preſent Redeemer, and molt humbly ſupplicates him to per- 
tet what he had begun , To deliver her fully from the great 
burdens both of fin and miſery that yet lay upon her. This 
Prayer is ſet down in the remnant of this Chapter , and all 
the next ; whereunto a large and gracious Anſwer 1s retur- 


ned by Chriſt in the 65 Chapter, thorow the whole, 
The firſt part ef the Prayer is Thankſgiving, from the It; firſt member. 


ſeventh to the fifteenth. 

To prepare their hearts for petitioning , they lay out before 
the Lord the great goodneſſe which he of old had beſtowed 
on the houſe of 1/-acl , his wonders in Egypr , his glorious 
works at the Red Sea and in the Wildernelle, the conſtancy of 
his kindneſſe , notwithſtanding their Rebellion and vexing of 
his Spirit : Though ſometime he puniſhed them for their fins, 

et he never left them , for the glory of his Name, and the 
Multitude of his mercies : Not onely Aoſes his Shepherd, but 
the Angel of his Preſence went before them : He Was affisfted 
i” all their affliftions ; he bare them, and carried them in his arms 


\ all theſe days of old thorow that howling Wilderneſle, This 
is the Churches Preface to her ſubſequent Prayer. 


Hence obſerve,firſt, Thanksgi ving 1 the meeteft uſher Which hel Jn Ds- | 
Þ 3 HOES | 


ts Oe ee. or. 


—_— 


| A Sermon preached before #he Right Honourable P” 


The ſecond. 


The third 


The ſecond 
member. 


The matter of 


'be 15 verſe. 


a Petitioncy can have to the Throne of Grace. Prajle perfumes 
the lips of a Supplicant ; it ſweetens, it ſoftens, it opens the 


heart of a Sccker, and fits it ſivgularly to receive all its-defires 


from God, 

| The kinaneſſe of God in the days of Moſes,and the moſt ancient 
times, ws the Churches Inheritance to the Worlds 'end. AU the 
favours of God regiftred in Scripture, all the gracious ex- 
periments of the Saints in any time, in any place, are our Pa- 
trimony , ſerving as ruled Caſes, to ſtrengthen our Faith, 
Hope and Patience in the days of our adverſity. 

T he fins of many perſons , remove nor the favour of God from 
an cliff Nation, There is no interruption of the courſe of 
mercy towards a People, by the deftruRion of 'many par» 
ticular perions. Great Vengeance may be upon Thouſands, 
the carcaſes of Ten thonſands: may fall in the Wildernefle, c- 
ven of 1/es himſelf, and many of the Shepherds both of 
Church and State ; and yet the Lord may graciouſly march 


on before his People, tili he have fetled them and tus Ark in 


peace en his holy mountain. 


The Prayer conſiſts of Petitions, Complaints, Confcffi- 
ons of fin, Profcfiions of faith,-intertexed one with another, 
as the holy paſſions of the Supplicants hearts do mix them. 

In the fitteenth verſe, there 1s a Petition backed with 
a Complaint. The Lord for a lopg time had left his People 
to the outrages of their Enemies , he had as it were left the 
earth , gone up to the heaven, and miskent all that the Enemy 
had done to his People : Now therefore they petition that 
he might be pleaſed to look down upon them from his ho- 
ly and glorious Throne in.the heaven, For this 1s the 
france faith of the Church!, That ſhe 15 perſwaded fo 
tar of 'the power and goodnefk of her G0, at that very time 
vi hen he hath left her to ſink in miſery for her cffences ; that 
even then, if he would but look back to her, in never-ſo far 
a diliance ; if from the very heaven, the place of his retiring, 
he would behold her on the earth overwhelmed with 


mifcry ; {he is hopefal},. if ſhe come but 12 the fight ob her 
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gracious Lord, he would not fail to take pity upon her, and 
deliver her. ; 

To this-Petition, a Complaint igſubjoyned, of the re- 
ſtraint and withdrawing of Gods ancient favours: 5ome- 
times his zeal ard (ſtrength had been employed in her defence, 
his mercies, the tender bowels of his compaſſions, had been 
extended 'tzowards her ; but now all ſente of: ſuch favours 
were away. 

This complaint, leſt it ſhould irritate, is preſently correc-: 7%e matter of 
ed in thefixteenth Verſe, with a fair profeſſion of Faith,above amen 
and. againſt all preſent fenſe, however the beams of Gods' 
loving countenance did not then (ſhine upon them, as at ſome 
other time ; yet they profelſe their certain perſwaſton, that 
God was their Father : Though Abraham and 1/raet , and all 
their bodily Progenitors ſhould caft them away, as unworthy: 
to be counted theirchildren ; yet they dd beleeve, that their 
everlaſting and unchangeable God would not calt them off, 
but deal with them as children, not withitanding of all their- 
miſdeſervings. | 

As for the words in hand in the.ſeyenteenth Verſe , the The 4viſionef 

Church gocs on to powre out her (ſpirit before him , whom nod nng 
ſhe beleeves to be her Father, in the midſt of all her affliti- 
ons, in a new: complaint and petition. The complart hath 
two parts, and the petition 18 backed with a twofold Reaſon :" 
The firſt part of the complaint isin theſe words, O Lord, why 
haſt thou made. us erre from thy wayes ? the ſecond part 12 theſe, 
Why haſt thou hardned our hearts from thy fear ? T he petition 
is, that he would rerwurn after this long abſence. The firlt 
reaſon, They were h# ſervants ; the ſecond, They were hzs 
enheritance. Let us conſider ſeverally., the. minde and ule of 
every part.. 

As for the :firft part of the complaint; four things" ia 7% Exp9% 7on 
it would be exponed :. Firſt, What are the ways of the f '#* ft pus. 
Lord. Secondly, Wat it is to erre from his wayes. Third. 
ly, How God makes men erre from his way, Fourthly, 

How the Church complains ef this divine ation. Three of 
theſe particulars are eaſie, and may be diſpatched in a yord ; 
but in the fourth there is no little difficulty, 

p” B: 3; For. 
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What are the For the firſt ; Gods wayes here. arc his Commandments, 


wajer of God. | fall of holinefle and righteonſneſſe ; they are called Gods 


| wayes, becauſe of their (militude with his nature, that is, 
: holy, righteous, and true ; All his Commandments, and 
converſation, are according to the (trait rule of his eternall, ' 
and cfſentiall holinefle, righteouſneſſe and truth. Secondly, 
Becauſe they are his Law and Preſcription,his will preſcribes 
them as a way to hiscreatures to walk in, Thirdly, Becauſe 
of his preſence therein, in that way he js to be found : He is 
gracioully preſent, and doth conntenance all that walk intoit. 
Fourthly, Becauſe of their end ; they lead to God, they are 
the {trait way, wherein the godly walk, till they come to the 
glorious palace above. 
Bhat it 5s t0 The ſecond point, To erre from theſe wayes, is to fin, as it 
erre from theſe | ;q expreſſed P/al. 119. 8, 10. To wander from Gods Command- 
oy” ments. When we leave Gods way, and run out on the right 
hand, or the left, to the wayes of our own blinde minde, and 
 torrupted heart ; our falſe opinions againſt Gods truth ; our 
wicked inclinations and a@Ations againft his holy nature, 
and revealed will ; all of this kinde is our erring from his 
| Wayes. 
How God makes But the great difficulty is in the third , How the Lord 
mento77% | cauſes us toerre from his way : This would: ſeem to make 
God the cauſe and author of fin, which is a horrid blaſ- 
phemy againſt many Scriptures, and all reaſon, Toeſchew 
this buge, great, and intolerable inconvenience , ſundry fa- 
.mous interpreters do tranſlate the originall otherwayes then 
we read it ; Not , Why haſt thou made or cauſed us to erve ? 
| but,” Why haft thow ſuffered or permitted us to erre ? Sg Tuni- 
45 an excellent trarflator : And many hundred yeers before 
him , the Chaldee Paraphraſt did render it , Why haſt thou 
caft us away to erre from thy wayes ? This interpretation is 
approved by very Learned and Orthodox Divines, who bring 
this reaſon for 1t , That the Hebrew word here, is not ſimpl 
in the aRive form, not in Kal, but, as they ſpeak, in Hiphil, 
whoſe ſignitication oftentimes is not to make or cauſe, but to 
permit. 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, this tranſlation does eſchew fully the difficulty ; The Grammati- 
yet wedarenot venture upon it; foras it ſeems it were to (4 /olurion of 
make too bold with the Scripture. The Septwagens, the an- Aces iv 
cient Latin, the French, the Darch, the Italian , and many ; 
more, reads it juſt as our Engliſh, oy haſt thow made us to 
erre from thy Wayes ? The Grammaticall reaſon alleaged, hath 
no ſtrength in this place; for be it ſo, that Hebrew Verbs in 
Hiphil, ſometime have a permiſſive, and not an ative ſenſe ; 
though this in any wordis very rare, and the examples al- 
leaged, are very queſtionable ; yet for the Hiphil of the word 
in hand, we deny that ever it can be fo exponed. A number 
of places of Scripture may be produced where Hithah mult 


; beaftively exponed, as here our tranſlators read it ; but not 


one, if it be not this in queſtion , can be brought where 
it may be exponed of a meer permiſſion, without ſome 
agency and operation upon the erring and ſeduced perſon. 
We dare not truſt the ſolving of ſo weighty a difficulty upen 
ſuch a meer Grammatication. 7 


Holding therefore to our vulgar tranſlation , How does The matter of « 


God cauſe us to erre, and yet 1s not the Author of our er- per «cton 
rours ? For the underſtanding hereof, we mult diſtinguiſh par iron 
fin, and the ations of God about fin. In fin there are two fy, 
things, albeit inſeparably joyned, yet eſſentially diſtin ; The 
matter and form, the a& and its pravity ; the one 18 naturally 
goed, the other morally evill : This is viſible in two aftions 
whoſe matter is the ſame, but the forms much different : 
For example, the toning of Nabeth, and the ſtoning of A- 
chas ; the fubſtance of the a&ions, the caſting of the ſtones 
at both,was the ſame ; but the forms was much different : The 
caſting at an innocent man, and at a man condemned by 
God, and all 1/-ae/; the one form makes the toning of Na- 
hothan a& of unjuſt murder, the other form makes the ſto-. 
Ning of Achan, an a@ of juſt puniſhment. 
The a&s, not of Gods will and decrees, for ſuch con- 7,49 .5; :f 
cern not the words in hand, but of his acuall providence God: efefua# 


about the matter and form of '{in,, are many : The moſt providence abeuy 


conſiderable of theſe to us,for opening of our Text, are three : 
| ; | Hie 
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1. An aFrve 
Concourſe in the 
ſubſtance of the 
4Fion. 


[ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


His concourſe, his efficacious permiſſion, his judiciall 
tradition , ſo to ſpeak. 


For the firſt, the Lord hath an aQuall, yea, an a&ive 


concourſe ; andif you will, an efficiency in every aQt of fin, 


ſo far as concerns the fuoſtance or matter of the finfull 
ation ; for in him we live, We move, andbave all our being, in 
the molt ſinfull ation , the matter of the a& being a poft- 
tive entity, it mult be a naturally-good thing, and have its 
exiſtence from the firſt and univertall moyer, the fountain 
of all Being : Without this kinde of ethiciency and concourſe, 


C2 himes could not have moved his tongue to curſe David, nor 


2. An off aci- 


Doeg drawn his ſword to have killed the Priclts ; When God 
denies this kinde of concourſe , fin is neceflarily ſtopped : 
When he removes the life of the two Captains, they cannot 
Oppreſſe Eliah. When God leaves the life, but takes away 
the ſight from the Sodomites at Lots door, and the power 
from the arm of eroboam, their fin is impedite. When by 
ſuſpending of his operation, he takes away the will from 
D avid to kill Nabal, though both life and power remained, 
the fin is marred, But for ſuch kinde of workipg in the 
ſinner, and ceoperation with the ſinfull a&, Sin uſes not to 
be aſcribed to God, more then the generation of living Crea- 
tures, to the motion and influence of the Heavens ; for effets 
are denominate from the ſecond and particular cauſes, not 
from the firſt and univerfall, though their efficiency and 
concourſe be never ſo neceſlary and certain. 

The next aRien of God about fin is, his efficacious per= 


144 po-riſſion of miſſion ; This for its obje&t, hath not onely the matter and 
; the ſintulneſſe of ſybltance of the ſinfull a& , but its very form, its pravity, its 


the ai. 


anomy, its ſinfulneſſe : This malignant quality 1s a morall 
evill, and ſocannot be of Cod, who is goodneſle itſelf; its 
a privation and defe&, and ſo the cauſe of 1t 1s not efficient, 
' but deficient. If we would render the cauſe of a lame mans 
crooked walking, we behoved to diſtinguiſh betwixt the 
walking, and its crookednefſe ; The walking we would 
aſcribe to the motive power of the mans ſoul, and to the 
inſtruments of motion in his body ; but the crookedneſle of 
| It, 
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it, to the def. and hurt of ſome inſtrument of motion, not 
to the ſoul, or to the faculty, or to the 1n{trument of moti- 
on, but oncly to ſome defet of the inſtrument. So the fan. 
fulneſſe of ſin is to be aſcribed net to any efficiency of God, 
but to the deficiency of mans will, which now is fintall., 
and before ſin, was weak, as being made of nothing, and ſo 
able to change it ſelf from good to evill ; but however, 
the ſinfulneſle of fin cannot be charged on Gods either 
efticiency or deficiency , yet it mnt exiſt by his free per- 
miſſion ; for nothing can have any exiftence in the world, 
any being in the dominion of Ged, without the leave and 
permiſſion of the great Lord and Maſter of the World. 


That ation of God which in reſpe& of fin is called a This isreaily 
ermiflion, in regard of the ſinner is a deſertion : This con- one thing with 


lidered, will help to clear that whichis the hardeſt knot in «lertien. 


this matter ; the efficacy that is ſaid te be inthe permiſſion, 
and yet without all efficiency of the permitter, inthe ſinful- 
nefle permitted. 

This matter which naturally is exceeding dark, will be 
belt ſeen in fimilitudes : When the Sun goes down, the dark- 
nefſe of the night neceſlarily doth follow ; when the Sun 
declines towards the Southern ſignes of the Zoazack , the 
Winter blaſts certainly do come on; the Sun the fountain 
of light and heat, in propriety of ſpeech, cannot be called 
the cauſe of the nights darkneffe, or of the Winters cold ; 
yet theſe, as ordinary and neceflary conſequents, are uſually 
aſcribed to the Suns removall. Hot water removed from 
the fire, becemes incontinent cold : A ruinous Wall, when 
its props are removed, falls quickly to the ground : The 
coldneſſe of the water flows not from the fire, but from its 
own nature; the falling of the Wall comes from the naturall 
heavineſſe of the ſtenes, which, without the impediment of 
a ſupporter, makes them to fall downward. Itis fo with 
God and man; when he withdraws, we become dark as 
midnight, cold like Ice, we fall to the ground. 

Theſe effes neceſſarily follow his deſertzon, but not as 


effc&s, onely as conſcquents ; their 7 as cauſe, 13 neither 
ig 
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in God,nor his removall ; but in our nature, which of it {clf, 
fince the fall, is full of theſe malign qualities. 

This kinde of providence about our fins, 1s expreſſed in 
wordsof the aRiveform, of blinding the eyes, and hard- 
ning the heart : Not that the Lord infuſes any darknefle or 
hardnefſe in the heart, which is not its own ; but becauſe up. 


-on the removing of his illuminating and lofening Spirit, the 


naturall blindneſſe and hardaefſe of mans ſpirit , lurking be- 
fore, doth then appear. 

The third aRion of God about fin, is that which I did call, 
a Judiciall Tradition , when God, as ajuft Judge, puniſhes 
fin by fin ; when he gives over men not encly to their own 
heart, but to the devil and his inſtruments to be tempted, ſe- 
duced and drawn away to commit wickedneſſe with greedi- 
nefſe. However all the ſinfull a&Rjons be 1mmediately the 
works of the finner alone, and the ppſtirring to theſe ations 
be from the devil and his inſtruments, laying arguments, ob- 
je&s and eccaſions, as baits and ſnares, in the way of the 


ſinner ; yet God, as a jult Judge,ſending out Satan and men as 


his executioners,and making way for mens own luſts to break 
out on the objeRs {et befere them: For theſe afts of Judgment, 
both in our Text, and oft elſewhere in Scripture , the cauſe 
of mens fins, not as they are ſins, but as puniſhments of fin, 
18 aſcribed to him, 2 Theſſ.2.10. Becauſe they received not the 
love of the truth, God ſhall ſend them ftrong acluſtons to be- 
lieve a the. He was to ſend on them The Man of fin, Whoſe 
coming 1s after the Working of Satay, With all power , and With 
all drceiveablenefſe. The committing of the fin 18 aſcrived to 
the ſinner, who believes thelye ; the tempting to it, 1s aſcri- 
bed to Satan and his Antichriſtian Inſtruments ; the ſending 
out both of Satan and Antichriſt, the giving over to deluſion, 
is aſcribed to God the righteous Judge, by theſe means puſhy” 


17g former ſins. Row. 1. 18, 21, 24, 26, 28, The wra of 


God ts revented againſt all unrighteouſneſſe of meu ; becanſe, 
When they knew God , they glorified him not as God : Wherefore 
Goa gave them up al/s to uncleanueſſe., For this cauſe God gave 


erm wp to vile affeftions, God gave them over to a reprobate 
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minde, Thefſinfull a&ts flow from the reprobate mindes and 
vile aftcfions of the ſinners ; yet God the Judgeis thrice 
faid to give them up to theſe their own fins. Kom. 11.8, God 
hath given thens the ſpirit of ſlumber , eyes that they ſhould not 

ze, and ears that they ſhould not hear to this day. Let their Ta- 
ble be a ſnare, a ſtumbling-block , and a recompence to them : 
Let their eyes be darkned, that they may not ſce. 2 Chron.18.22, 
The Lord hath put a lying ſpirit inthe month of theſe thy Pre- 
phetr. Many ſuch places there are, where God, as a righte- 
ous ]udge, 1s made to give over {inners to the devil, to other 
wicked men,to themſelves, to be led in more and greater fins, 
as puniſhments of the former, pe 

Thus far Proteſtant Divines do 80; and all the a&ts which Proteſtants are 

any of them aſcribe to God about the cauſation of fin, may unjultly accu- 
be referred to one of the three named :- All which ſtands = TY 
well wich the holineſſe of his Nature, and extreme contrarie- ,j,,. ,} 
ty to ſin. The Papiits and A4rminians do {lander us moſt | 
unjuſtly , as if we did vlaſpheme the holy Lord, in making 
him the author of fin : All of us ever have adhorred ſu:h Do- 
Arine:' We never aſcribed ro God more afts of providence 
about ſin, then the moft clamorous'of our enemies them- 
ſelves cxprdſly have dune. The three forenamed as, by 
Bellarmine and Arminius areattrivuted toGod, in as ample 
and unadviſ.d expreflions as ever fell from the Pen of any of 


our” approved Di vines. 

I grant, the Libertines of old 5 and their children the Anti- This is the 
nomiars this day, do calt out on this ſubject many abomina- blaſphemy of 
ble Blaſphemics : but theſe were.ever detelted by all Ortho- OT: 
dox Proteſtants, as the vomit of thefather of all lyes and blaf- 7," 4 - 6: 
phemies ; which makes us the more to marvel what theſe ;,,1, ASS 
men can mean, who lately here, under the name of M. Archer therefore. 

a famous Independent in his time, have printed the worlt 
and grofklt of theſe Blaſphemies. Surely, if ſuch kinde of 
Doctrine beentertained by any of that Party, our Diſputatt- 
ons will not ſtand long at Church-Government ; but the 
world will be confirmed jn that opinion which ſome wiſe 


men long ago have given out, That Independency was is 
C' 2 T 
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Why doth the 
Church com- 
plain of theſe 


as of God 


' 2bont her {ins ® 


The firfl Do 
(trize. 

The godly 
pour out all 
their com=- 
piaints In 


Gads boſom. 


ſo much loved for it ſelf, as for fomwhat elſe, A liderty, 
without cenſure, to vent ſuch Dotrines as the conſcience of 
O:thodox Divines will never be able to hear with patience, 
But in this I wit not enter ; The zeal of the whole Afem- 
bly and both the Honourable Houſes againſt the blaſphemoug 
Hereſics of that intamous Book , doth quiet and ſecure our 
mindes here1:. 

"The fourth word to be: exponed , 1s the Interrogation and 
Complaint , Why haFt thou made us ro erre ? The Church 
teing now before God, and laying held on his fatherly 
compaſſions, pours out befors him the troubles of her 
heart. That whieh troubled. them moſt, was their fins and 
oo{tinacie in Rebellion, which they complain to the Lord 
had befallen them in his great wrath , through his deſerting 
of then, and giving them over to be led away by their 
own lults, and Satans tentations. This part of Gods wrath 
upon them, in puniſhing their ſins with more blindnefle, and 
making them crre farther from his-ways , was their greateſt 
miſcry,the true cauſe of all their outward plagues, and a grea- 
ter plague then all thereſt ; as we may ſee 1n the fixth of this 
Prophecie, where the Lord, for contempt of the Prophets 
Miniſtery, doth puniſh the body of that people with Spirittt- 
all Judgements, and makes their heart fatter, their minde 
blinder then before : And from this Spirituall evil, he makes 
all their Temporall defolation to flow, as out of its proper 
Fountain. Ot this miſcry the people here complain to God, 
net to lay their fins off themſclves , on the Lord .; but to 
witncfle their deep ſenſe of them,as ceming on them through 
Gods jult deſertion, and deſerved judgement : Not to upbraid 
the Lord with. their miſeries, but to ſpread them out before 
kis feet, as their oncly hope from wheſe hand alone they cx- 
peed a remedy. 

From the words thus exponed, obſcrve, firſt, The childres 
of God, in their Wor ft eſtate, are ſo familiar With their heavenly 
Father , as to pour ont in hu boſom the complaints of Whatever 
miſery lies upon them, Atthis time, as appears by the words 
doth before and after , the peoples condition was. exceeding 
h hard. 


- 
| 


wa. 


the Honſe of Lords, July 30. 1645. 


pn 


hard. we are all as an unclean thing ; onr intquitics,as the winae, 
bave taken us away. Thou hi$t hid thy face from us , and con- 
ſumed us , becanſe of onr iniquities, HIS zeal , ſtrength and/ 


mercifull bowels ſeemed to be reſtrained towards them ; yet 
they come before him : and that which croubled them molt, 
their wandring from his ways, they ſpread it out before his 
feet, as the matter of their chictclt complaint, 


The truth of the. Deqrine may ve ſeen, Lam. 4.1, Re- The Procj- 
werber, O Lord, what ts Come #pen us ; conflder and behold our hereof. 


reproach, Inall the Chapter, and the whole Book, there is a 
familiar complaining to the Lord of all their miſeries. Ac- 
ſes and Aarey, inall their tribulation, run to the door of the 
Tabernacle. 7acob, at the fide of the foord 7abbuk, in his 
great fray for, E/a, betook himſelf to weep and pray. Da- 
via, in his preſent danger of ftoning by his own men, com- 
forted himſelf in God. Hezekiah ſpread out before the Lurd 
the railing of Rabſmakeb ; and , after his deſperate ſicknefſe, 
turned himſelf to the wall to pour out his heart to God, The 
examples of this practice are innumerable. 

The /Reaſon of it 1s, The Saints intereFt in God : He 1$ 
their Father. Poor children in diſtreſſe , whither ſhall they 
go, but to their father ? Neither fin nor miſery willannull 
that more then natnrall relation, that ſupernaturall Paterni- 
ty and Filiation. Though God clothe himſelt with a cloud 
in his anger ; yet faith will make the ſoul, with AZoſes , run 
thorew the fire and darkneſſets him: The. Prodigall, in the 
midft of his miſcry, reſolves to return to his father. Tac 
Spirit of Adoption, 1a our hardelt times , will make us cry, 
Abba, Father, This reaſon is uſed in the fame place, ver.16, 
Doubtl:fe than art owr Father, though Abraham be sgnorant of 
5s, Verl.19. We aretbine; then never beareſt rule over them. 
The next Chapter, verl. 8. But now,.O Lord, thay art our Fa- 
ther ; behola, ſee, we beſerch thee, we are all phy people. 


The Reaſon. 
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Aice with all carneltneſſe and perſeverance. If there be any 
means tg draw down a bleſſing from the heavens on a diſtreſ- 
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(ed Nation, it is the prayer of the Saints: This is the hand 
that hath drawn up this ſinking Land frem the pit of ruine ; 
that hath ſet our feet on that Rock of ſafety whereon now 
we ſtand, Whatever dithcultics are yet before us, by this 
means, or none elſe, will they be gotten overcome : Though 
all other ſhould give over this holy exerciſe of Faſting and 
Praying, or turn it in a ſinfull and provoking formality ; yet 
it behoves us to keep it on foot, remembring both the exprefſe 
command of the Lord , Call on me tn the day of thy trouble, 
1 hall deliver thee, Plal, 50. Lam. 2. 19. Ariſe, cry out in the 
wicht, tn the beginning of the watches pour out your hearts like 
water, before the face of the Lord ; Lift up your hands towards 
iz, And your own viſible experience: As no peeple have 
ſown more plentifally this pretious ſeed ; ſo none have a 
ready reaped more evident fruits thereof : Be net weary of 
this ood work, untill all our defires be accompliſhed. 

In the next place obſerve, That the chict part of the 
Saints complaint to God,'1is of their wandrings from his 
wayes. Their fins are heavier to them, then all their affli« 
(lions, | 

This is proved from divers Scriptures, P/al. 38. When 
the Prophets trouvle was great, Norhing [ound in his fleſh , 
The Arrows of the Lord ſticking in him, Gods hand preſſing him 
fore ; yet the chief burden whereof he complains, was his 
ſins, verſe 4. Mine iniquities are gone over my head as an 
heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. Pſal. 40.12. Innumer- 
able evils have compaſſed me about, but mine iniquitics have 
taken hold on me ; for them he was wot able to look ont, his heart 
failed bim : Daniel c, 9. complains of the heavy wrath and 
curſe that was powred out en nvrdp an , and of ſopgreat af- 
AiRions as had befaln rono Nation under Heaven ; yet the 
firſt, chief, and longeſt part of his complaint is, of the fins of 
_ Kings, of their *Princes, of their Pricſts, and whole 
Land. | | 

The reaſen of the Dofrine, Sin i the preateſt evill, its 
the fountain of afflitions: Afﬀii&tion comerh not ont of the 
Auſt ; rronble fpringeth not ont of the grand: Sin is the _ 
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of it. Alſo fin is moſt contrary to the nature of God: Wrath 
and trouble, even the greatelt, the very torments of Hell, are 
not ſo ; for they are according to his jultice. The godly there- 
| fore, who weigh things aright in the juſt ballance of the 
SanQuary, eſteem their fins much heavier, and more grievous 
| evils, then any they can ſuffer for them. 
; The uſe is for our inltruction ; Let our cemplaints be rightly Th- 7. 
ordered, and eur ſorrows rightly placed : Beware to ſpend the 
moſt, or belt of thy ſenſe, on thy ſufferings: Beware to 
pour out the vehemency of thy paſſion, the bittereſt of th 
{orrews on calamities, either private or publike. The firl 
fruits, the lower, the firſt-born of thy grief, mult de reſerved 
for the chicf evill. The naturall and: kindely children of 
God, will have more ſorrow at their heart for the {ins of the 
Lind, then for the deſolations thereof : What ever poverty, 
diſgrace, pain, can befall their perſon, the very wrath of 
God, ſuppoſe the trorments of Hell, will not be fo heavy, 
ſo bitter, ſo troubleſome to them, as their (ins, the cauſe of all 


theſe evils. 


The third obſervation, Gods puniſhing and juaiciall hand The third 7s. 
1 our ſins, ts their aggravation, and increaſe of their moan : &rin?. Gods 


For this is the head of the Churches complaint, That God P3n6 in cur | 

had cauſed them to erre from his ways. ee. MR 
It is true, the Saints in Scripture draw comfort from a, objection 

| ſome ats of Gods mercy about fin, as from his gracious anſwered, 

dire&ing of its a&t toa good end, Upon this ground 7o/?ph 

comforts his Brethren , that not they, but God had ſent him 

down to Egypr ; That their ſelling of him, which they in- 

tended for evill, God had ordered it ſo, that it did become 

the mean of all their preſervation. Alſo Geds prediftion of 

fin in ſundry Scriptures, is. made a ground of contentment : 

All this was done, that the Scriptures wight be fulfilled, 18 2 . 

common place of comfort againſt the treaſon of 7«das, and 

the wickedneſſe of the Jews. Likewiſe the Apoſtles, Atts 4. 

quiet their minde on this meditation , That God 1# hu cter- 

»all coun{ell , had d:termined what Herod and Pilate 1» time had 


done in crwcifying of Chriſt, Of ſuch a&ts of Gods mercy 
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about our ſins, we ſpeak not, be they temporall, be they eter- 

pall ; but of the as of his juſtice and wrath, puniſhing fin 

by fin. From theſe ations of God, we can draw no com- 
fort ; but they aggravate the weight of our firs, and increaſe 
our grict. 

T he miſcarriage of Ab/olon, his rebellion and inceſt, ceuld 
not but grieve David; but te increaſe his gricf, 2 Sams. 2, 10, 
God tells him, 1 Wil as this thing before all Iſrael, and before 
the Sun, in that terrible viſion, /as. 6. the Lord, to demon= 
ſtrate his wrath againſt that people, ſendeth to them a meflage 

| full of anger ,- Make the heart of thus people fat, and their ears 

4 beavy. Their excxcation was in it {clf a grievous evill ; but it 

| was more grieyous, when it came -as a plague from an angry 

| God. John 12. 3g. Gods blinding of their eyes, that they 

| | | could not beleeve Chriſts Word, is brought as an aggravation 

| of their ſin, and of the anger of Chrift againſt them, ſofar, 
a8 he went from them, and hid-himſelf. 

The Reaſen. The reaſen of this 18, That theſe a&ts of God proceed 
from wrath and juſtice, puniſhing former fins. Again, they 
are the means to make fin more ſinfull, the perſon being gi- 
ven over: to be carried headlong by his own luſts, and Satans 
tentatiens. Thirdly, Thepuniſhment of ſin in this degree, 
15 much ſorer, then if it had been a ſimple fin, as in the ſixth 

| of Tſaiah, and elſewhere it appears. No marvell therefore, 

that men of awakened conſciences make it a chicf part of 
their complaint and grief, That God had canſed them to exre : 
This being a figne of wrath, and increaſc of guiltineſle, and a 
forerunner of greater puniſhment. 
« Vſefor Cau= The uſe is firſt for Caution, To beware of that dangerous 
tion, errour of taking comfort and cacouragement from Gods 
judiciall hand in or fins, that 1s, to glory in our ſhame, and 
- tojoy for what weſhould be ſad. It is to caſt off our fclf 
the burden of ourfin, to whom alone it belongs, on God, 
Whoſe eyes are purer, then ts bebold iniquity. 
2 Uſe for Secondly, IFſcrves for Councell, tomake it our chief 
Counſel. ericf in our mourning, That we have faln under fo. heavy 
diſpleaſure, as to be ſcourged with the work of Gods Rods : 
| Of 
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Of allthe Arrows in Gods Quaiyer, this is the moſt vene- 
mous, To be given over by God toſin; this comes from a 
ſpeciall wrath, and is a preſage of very great miſery follow- 
ing. When Gods ſpirit ſtirred up David to number the 
people, it came from his anger apainſt 7/-ac/, and was a fore- 
runner of the deſtroying Angell : The blinding of the peo- 


ples eyes, 1ſaiah 6. and ohn 12. is made an antecedent of a 
nationall ruine. When ever we feel this to be our condition, 
it ſhould be the matter of our molt mournfall com- 
plaint. 


The fourth obſervation will clear the third ; it is this , The fourth Do- 
The godly, whey their eyes are opened to ſee their wandrings, they Frine. Jude, 


are (ingularly affeftted with their judicial errours, As heret 
Church mourning and praying to God , for fin and milſcry, 
begins her complaint for theſe errours, into which, by 
Gods anger and judgement, ſhe had faln. 


ciall errours 
he are moſt 13 
mentable. 


Old 1/rael by Gods judgement, had faln in the grievous The proof: 


errour of civill diſcord, which coſt in two dayes, theeleven 
Tribes, thelives of fourty thouſand men ; and in the third, 
proceeded very near to the extirpation of the twelfth 'Tribe. 
When the hand of God was lifted off them, and they began 
to look back upon their ations, 7udges 21, 2. they weeped 
ſore before the Lord, and complained to him of the great mi{- 
chick wherein they had faln : Though the injuſtice and ob. 
ftinacy of Bevjamin had been the immediate cauſe of the dil. 
fention ; yet they pittied their Brethren, ſeeing it was the 
Lords judgement upon them all, that had made that breach 
in 1/racl, Verſe 15. Ephraim in his pride would needs rebell 
againft the houſe of David, and have a King among them- 
{clves, and Altars of their own making at Dan and Bethel ; 
God in jultice gave them over to theſe fins of continuall ſedi. 
tion and 1dolatry, till they were totally ruined : Hegave 
them a number -of Kings 1n his anger : Hoſ. 8. 11. Becauſe 
Ephraim hath made many «Altars to ſin, Altars ſhall be unts 
him to fin, But when the Lord gave repentance to Ephraim, 
ſee how much they are grieved, aſhamed, and confounde?, 
for their madnefſe,, whereio by o judgement of God, they 

were 
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, were madelongtogo en, ere. 31. 18. 7 have heard Ephraim 
| b: moaning bimſelf thus ; $ nrely, after I Was turned, 1 repented; 
| and after ] was inftruttca,1 (mote upon my thigh z I Was aſhamed, 


yea, even confounded, becauſe I bure the reproach of my youth. 
The Jews were plagued of God with a horrible blindneſſe 
of niinde, and obſtinacy of heart, ſo that they reje&ed the 
Golpcl, crucified the Lord of Life, and remain in Rebellion 
to this day ; But when the Lord ſhall take off the vail of 
their eyes, and they begin to ſee their judiciall errours, their 
madneile againſt Chriſt and the Goſpel , wherewith God in 
juſtice did plague them ; their grief for it will be extraor- 
dinary, as it is ſet down, Zach. 12.10. They ſhall look, on hims 
whom they have prirced, and they ſhall mourn for him, as one 
mourneth for his onely ſon 3 and ſhall be n bitterneſſe for him, as 
| ow? ts in bitterneſſe for hu firſt-born. 2 Theſ, 2, The Churches 
| of the Gentiles are in Gods juſtice, many of them given over 
to trong deluſions, to beleeve Antichriſtian Lyes ; but when 
God begins to open their eyes to ſee theſe deluſions, their 
_ | grict and indignation for them 1s ſo great, Rewc/. 17. 16. 
That they hate the whore, who did ſeduce and bewitch them ; 
They make her deſolate, and naked : They eat her fleſh, and burn 
_ ber With fire. 
The Reaſons of this Dofrine, are the ſame which of the 
| former, eſpecially the ſecond. The ſingular antl extraordinary 
| euiltinefle, that 1s in theſe judiciall errours, the blinded ſoul 
{ves them not, while God in mercy remove the clcud, and 
ſend in his light ; but then the lightned foul beholding the 
horrible wayes wherein it hath becn wandring , ſuch wherc 
in'it would never have walked , had it not been led by a 
powerfull Divell , ſet on by the permiflion and commiſſion 
of a juſt God z Seeing in thele (ins a juſt God, a wicked Di- 
yell, and a heart (ſtirred up by extraordinary temptations ; 
by this horrible back-ſight is aftrighted and amazed, till 
Faith in the infinite mercies of God, doth calm and fer- 
tle it. 
| The Uſe. The Uſe is for admonition : Beware of judiciall crrours ; 


very often they are never pardoned , but bring on deſtruftion 
both 
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both temporall and eternall ; 2 The. 2.11. They to whom 
God ſends [trong dcluſions, are damned 3; 7/ai. 6, 11. When 
God ſhut the peoples eyes, and made their heart fat, the 
Cities were walted, and the Land made deſolate : B cfore 
| Ephraim and f1uaa recovered themſiclves from that ſnare 
| of; rebellion, and came to the repentance ſpoken of , 
How many hundred thouſands and millions of them did 
perith both temporally and eternally? And theſe few whom 
the Lord bringeth to ſee, and mourn for their judiciall er- 
rours ; How great is their gricf * How much do they wiſh 
to have ſcen in time their madneſſe, that they might not ſo 
much have been plagued therewith ? 
But what are theſe judiciall errours which we would 
beware of ? Search the Scriptures, they will make you wile 
in this very necefliry point of knowledge. | 
For your uſe, I ſhall point at ſome : Firlt, Civil Diſcord Civill diſcord 
1s a fin, and a great judgement ; a fin to the authors and to- Se udiciall 
menters ; a judgement to all, as well the innocent as nocent © 
party, 1/ai. 19. 2. God puniſheth the ſinsvf the Egyptians 
with bis plague , 7 wil [er the Egyptians agarsſt the Egyptians 
and they ſpall fight every one againft hws brother, and every one 
againſt his neighbogr ; City againſt City, and Kingdom again5t 
Kingdom ; and the ſpirit of Egypt ſhall fail 1n the midſt thereof, 
ard [ Will deſtroy the counſel thereof. The fame is the Judge- 
ment of 1/rael, Zech.11.6. I Will no wore pity the inhabitants 
of the Land, but 1 Will deliver the men every one into his neigh= 
beurs hands, and into the hands of his King , and they ſhall ſnatte 
the Land : and ont of their hand 1 Will xot deliver them, This 
is the great Judgement that long hath lien upon us ; the re- 
movall whereof, hath been one chief end of all our late Hu- 
miliations : The longer it lieth on, 1t 1s the heavier ; and all 
good men have the more reaſon to cry , with Abner to Foab, 
upon a lefſe occaſion ; Shall the Sword drvour for ever ? Know- 
et thou not that it Will be bizterneſſe in the later end ? How long 


ſhall it be ere than bid the people return from following their bre= 


78 hrey y ” 
Our Malignant enetnies , the onely authors of our preſent 
D 2 Diſcord,: 
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. Reaſons why 
Peace is to be 
 wiſhcd. 


Diſcord , have to this day denied us Peace 1n any juſt and ſafe 
terms, If obſtinatcly they will go on In their refuſall , we 
mult proceed in our nectflary defence , and crave from the 
God of Peace, that which theſe children of Diſcord do deny 
unto us ; 2nd expect from t'1c heaven ſucha Bling vpon our 
Armies, as may force them to permit us to live in quietnefſe, 
when they are no more able to cauſe rroubles. In the mean 
time, all ſaould continue their prayers to God ſo to frame 
the hearts of all men, that the weary and fainting Kingdoms 
may be delivered, fo ſoon as is poſlible, from our deſtroying 
Diſcords. . 

The «ſtate of the world abroad, doth much call us to 
theſe thoughts. The Dcſolations of Germany , farther from 
any appearance of remedy this hour then Six and twenty 
yeerSago, ſhould be exemplary unto us. 

If our mindes be ſo large as to look ſo far abroad, we may 
ſee the whole Weltern Kingdoms in a greater danger to be 


f{wallowed up with the great Turkiſh Leviathan , then they 


have been at any by-gone time : We know his head this day: 
is bent towards Chriſtendom. The Bulwarks which were 
wont to keep him out on both hands , upon our Eaſt in Ger- 
many and Hangary , upon our South in Italy and Spain, are 
ſo much brangled with Inteſtine and irreconcileable Diviſi- 
ons, that we have juſt ground to fear what this his Weſtern 


Enterpriſe may produce. England ofitimes hath felt the 


havie ſtroke'of the Conftantinopolitan Arms, when they 
were 10 much weaker and far lefſe terrible hands then at this 
day they are. 

If theſe ſeem far-fetched fears, look over tothe condition of 
our neerelt Neighbours. While we are flceping, and fo ſoon 
2S awakened, fallen a deſtroying our ſelves, the French King: 
bath ingrofſed a greater and more formidable power then any 
of his Anceſtors for fome hundred yeers did enjoy. No wiſe 
man of this Iſle will cloſe his eyes-at the extraordinary and: 
diſproportionate encreaſe of that Eſtate. 


If there were no other reaſons , I believe convincing De- 
monſtrations might be drawn from the preſent dtate of the 


work 
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world abroad , why we ſhould continue to make it one of 


our ſpeciall prayers in all theſe meetings, That we might be 
ſo happie as quickly to ſee in al the three Kingdoms a juſt 
and well-grounded Peace. But if the fatall obſtinacy of our 
enemics will force us to fight it out ; with all chearfulneſſe 
let us go on, till they be brought ſo low, as not to be wiiling 
anymore to reſc& the cquitable Offersof both Parliaments. 


Onely let this Judiciall Diſcord be extended to as narrow Moſt of all, 


bounds as is poſſible : Let all our Diviſions be with the ene- 2 _ Rong... 
ur 1C'VCsS 


would be ke Pt 


my ; among our ({clves let the bond of brotherly LLaton con- 
tinue and encreaſe. All that are for God, and the welfare of 
the Kingdoms in the three Nations, are united together by 

the Covenant and Band of God. All Ages ſhall call them 
Curſcd, who, for avy imaginable advantage, private or put- 
like,ſhal labour to put aſunder whatGod hath conjoyned. The 

greateſt advantages cannot make up the lofle which unavoid- 
ably will follow uvon ſuch a Breach. We know the Prince 
of Diſcord , that reſtteſſc Spirit , will always be ſtirring up 
in the humours both of evil and of good inen the ſparkles of 
that fire of: jealouſie, envie,malice,diviſion, wherewith'he en- 
flamed thenature of all men, in the breft of our old father 
the firſt Adam : But allthe members of the ſecond Adam 
ſhould make it not ſo much their profeſſion, as their reall care 
and conſcience, to ſmother theſe ſmokes, whenever they ap-= 
pear. I am ſure,the wiſedsm,the picty.the peace of minde;the 
love to his Countrey, of that man is greateſt, who with the 
greateſt fedulity employs himſclf to calt water on every be- 
ginning,on every the leaſt appearance of any Diviſion which 
Satan may be working in the Parliament, in the Aſſemoly, in 
the City, in the Army, and, aboveall, betwixt the Covenan- 


ted Nations. 


The ſecond Judiciall Errour I pointat, 1s, O#r Eccl ſraſtie Ecclefirſtick 
call Anarchy : How great a ſin and how great a judgement Anarchy :32 
this is, a little conGderation will clear. By this wofull A- Judicial crror- 


narchy, Chriſt is robbed of a great part of his Kingdom in 
this Land. That in all the Churches he hath in Exg/and,thers 


' ſhould be no Government at all, no execution of Diſcipline - 


With carc., 
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The abſurdity 


thereot. 


That not one of his Officers ſhould have liberty to keep from 
his Table, to caſt out of his Houſe thoſe that are molt prie- 
vous tobim : That for ſo long a time he ſhould be hindered 
to kerp ſo much as one Court 1n any of his approved Chur- 
ches in England; it is very [trange. 

Which of you would not take it for agrievous offence , if 
any would offer to hinder the fitting of the high Court of 
Parliament at Wefminſter, or wherever <l(e they pleaſe to 
ſit ? Yea, it would be taken for a hainous crime, 1f any in 
the Citie or Countrey ſhould ſtop the leaſt Committee , or 
meaneſt Officer whom either of the Houſes would ſend out 
in their name to execute any of their Orders. What man in 
the Kingdom would not take it for an intolerable affront , if 
his ſervant were hindred to cloſe his doors, and keep out of 
his houſe his enemies , or any whom he diſcharged his pre- 
ſence? Whargricf would it be to any of us, to be forced to 
ſee daily, not onely walking in our houſe, but ſitting at our 
Table, thoſe whom leaſt we defire ? We way judge, by what 
we feel in our own brelts when ſuch offences are offered to 
us, what ſenſe Chriſt will have of them, when his Spirit fo 
long hath been pierced with them. That Chriſt, by whoſe 
power alone this Parliament hath fitren ſo long time , in de- 


{pite of their enemies ; by whoſe goodneſle 1t 1s that their 


Sentences get any where obedience; who makes their wills 
in their private States and Families to be regarded ; That he 
ſhould not be ſuffered to keep any Court in his own Church, 
That his Orders ſhould not be regarded 1n his own Houſe, it 

1s very Dy 
Can any man fay that ever before it was thus in England 
theſe. Fourteen [hundred yeers, or if it be longer ſince there 
were any Churches in this Land ? Was ever a totall Anar- 
chy heard of in any Churches, before theſe late times ? Is it 
any where elſe this day to be feen in the world ? Doth the 
Pagan, the Turkiſh , the Popiſh Princes or States , refuſe or 
delay to grant Eccleſiafttick Government to the Churches 
that live in their Dominions ? Have the Independents, the 
Browniſts, or the Anabaptifts, or any.of the Hetorodox So- 
Cleties 
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cicties among us , wanted their own Government, ſince the : | 
firſt hour of their ſelf-ereRion ? *(Þ 
= 
: 


The Judgement of this Errour appeareth in three Circum- Te is demon- 
ſtrate to be a 


ſtances. 
| Firſt, That it is evident to all. ye 
| Secondly, That it were molt cafily amended. of 
Thirdly, That it is fingularly hurtful, 
The Evidence of it may be ſeen in the confeſlion of all. 
The greateſt and moſt unreatonable ScRaries , will not deny 
but every trv2 Church ſhould be without all delay inveſted 
with Government : And if yon will ſpeak with the men 
who molt haye and do retard the ercAion of the Govern- 
ment dcfired , they will profeſſe their true intention and de- 
fire to ſee the Church-Diſcipline eſtabliſhed, For this evil 
Anarchy hath been ſo oft, by ſo many of Gods faithful ſervants 
witneſſed againſt , that now its defended by none. 
Concernipg the ſecond , The facility of its ereAion , 1t is [4 
as clear : For, [ pray, who are the men that yyill take 1t US - | 
on them to imrede it ? Can weat this preſent , or could we | | 
for ſome yeers complain of the violence of a ſeduced Court? | 
Can the blame be caſt on any Popiſh or Prelaticall Faftion ? 
Will either Browniſts or Anabaptilts profeſſe their deniall to | 
us of what they long ago have taken to themſelves ? Who then | 
muſt anſwer to God for our ſhamefull Anarchy for ſo long a | 
time? | 
The hort of it is too too perſpicuous, Whoſoever will | 
lay the Sword, the Peſtilence; and all the Calamities that de- | 
ſtroy the Land , on our delay to build the Houle of the Lord, 
ſhall have for him the Prophet Zechariahs direkt Warrant,, 
Zech. 8. 10. Before theſe days , there Was no peace to bim that 
Went ont or came in, becauſe of affliftion : For 1 ſes all men eve- 
ry one againſt his neighbour. And if we indeed delieve, It 1s. . 
not. the Rirength of men, but the Lord Chriſt who ſetlerh 
troubled Kingdoms ; What hope can we have , that he will 
ever ſettle our State , ſo long as his Church lies neglefted, in 


{o wofull a confuſion ? 


Bcfide outward Judgements , this Erronr is the cauſe - 3 
the 
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| the greateſt ſpirituall Miſchicfs. The hedge of Diſcipline ly- 
ing level with the ground, makes open doors, yea, invites and 
calls for all the devouring bealts to prey on the Flock of 
| | Chriſt. From this it is, that ſo mary thouſand ſouls are per- 
b | mitted to periſh eternally in.ignorance, wu profanencſlſe, in 
Hereſics, 1n damnable Secs, without the leaſt controll, or 
| any mans endeavour to reclaim them. So love as the Law | 
| permits no Paſtor in England to exerciſe his Paſtorall charge 
'3Y on any perſon , he may w«ll weep and mourn when the 
| devil 1n his fight plucks away numbers of his Sheep : but 
with his Shepherds Crook , with the Ordinance of Chrilts | 
| | Diſcipline, to hold off that Lion it 1s not in his power. | ; 
| It is not 'onely the paſſionate defire of all the Reformed 
Churches abroad , of all the godly and Orthodox Party at | 
| . home ; butalſo their confident expeRation , That the Ho- | 
#1 norable Houſes, without further delay, will at laſt ſet up the | 
"ih walls of the Houſe of God, who now 1s going on apace, by | 
- {o inary Succeſs, to ruine their enemies, and to ſettle the - [ 
| ſtate of thar affairs, much according to their hearts deſire, 
T he negle& of this picce of Thankfulneſſe may provoke the 
| - Lord to repent him of his favours, and to call back in one 
BY day, what he had been giving in many. | 
E _ Falſe DoGrine JI point but at one other Judiciall wandering, that which 


46 uviciall uſuilly and properly goeth under the name of Errour , the 
I[LCUrs | 


= 
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word of our Text ; falſe Dofrine, contrary 'to the Ways of 
Gods Truth. That Errour isa (in, and a Judiciall one, infli- 
Alited by Gods a puniſhment of former ſins, we may, ſee 
in divers Scriptures : 2 Theſ.2.10,11. Becauſe they received 
not the love of the Truth , for this cauſe God gave them over ts 
ſtrong acl gſrons to believe a lye, Here Erronrs are Judgements 
which God puts Satan to bring on men,for their coldrife en- | 
tertaining of the truth. And how grievous a Judgment Error 
is, this and other Scriptures clear : |Here it 1s made a cauſe of 
damnation, That they might all be damned Who believed not the 
Trath. 

The Socine-Remonftrants have taught our new Maſters to 
extcnuate much, and at laſt to deny the ſunfulneſle and _— 

O 


”— 


_ _ = _ — __ _- 


_—_—— 


the Houſe cf Lords : July 30. 1 645; 


of Errour. They would hide the Vipers ſting, till the pret- 
ty and beautifull worm be once taken into the boſom, where 
a little warmed, it makes it quickly appear how innocent 
and harmleſle a creature it is. 

Theytell us, that all fin is in the Will, but the ſeat of errour 
is.the minde : Is not the minde the molt high and divine fa- 
cultie of theſoul ? Is not the corruption of the bet things 


trucly worſt ? The mindes pollution with the darknefſe of 


errour, 1s eminently contrary to the light and truth of the 
divine nature. 

Againſt this greateſt of errours, the excufing of all errours, 
we ſhould minde the truth of God, who cannot lye : In the 

lace Ciced, errour 15 made the caufe of damnation ; «l{e- 
where the Apoſtle tells us, That falſe Dorine eats up and 
kills the ſoul, as a Canker, Gangrene or Pelt doth the body. 
2 Tim.'2, 17. Allo falſe Teachers are called Rawening 3oolfs, 
who tear ang rent in peeces the ſouls of the ſeduced , 4ts 
20, 29, 

The Apoſtle Peter is In the fame minde, 2, Epiſtle 2. 'He 
tells us the condition of falſe Teachers, T bey bring in damnable 
Hereſies, their wayes are pernicioms, their diſtruttion ts ſwift, 
their damnation ſlumbereth not : Tt is as certain, as was the 
damnation of the Devils, of the old world drowned in the 
deluge, of the Sodomires : All this 1s Peters Define. 

And this he had from his Maſter Chriſt, Afarth.7. 15. Be- 
ware of falſe Prophets. When they have the faircſt ſhew of 
piety , he that knows the heart proneunceth, They are but 
ravening Woolfs, Matth. 15. 14. If the blinde lead the blinar, 
both ſhall fall in the ditch : If webeleeve the Lord, a falſe 
Teacher doth not onely deftroy himſelf, but draws with him 
all his blinded Scholers into the ditch of the ſame perdition. 

\ I Cor, 12. 25, 27, The Apoſtle tells us, That the Church i 
the Body of Chriſt, and that Schiſmaticks make a Schi/m in 
Chriſts Body : that is, they rent his Body in peeces : they 
who crucified him would not rent his ſeamlefle Coat ; but 


Errour is a 
dangerous eyil 
and the cauſe 
of damnation. 


The nature of 
Shiſm. 


Schiſmaticks can tear hisskin, cut his fleſh , rent his Jeynts 


and Members 1n pecces. 
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A Sermon preached before the Right Homonrable 


What is met 
by liberty of 
conſcience, 
Yad what 15 
the true {ente 
of their lan- 
rue who 


: Z 
require a toie- 


r1:10n of Er- 
FOWTS 


Underſtand the Language of them (who plead for liberty 
of errours ; It you beleeve Chriſt, or the DoAtrine of Paul 
atteſted by Peter, and the reſt both Prophets and ApoRles, 
whom 1 have not time to cite ; they invite you to permit 
raveningWoolfs freely to enter your [treets,and tear in peeces 
all they meet with ; to come into your Houſes and Chambers, 
to devour the ſouls of your beſt beloved Wives, Sons, Daugh- 
ters, Servants, and Friends; to lead them all out toa ditch, 
and drown them ; yea, which is infinitely worſe,to caſt them 
all in the pit of damnation. Theſe ſwere hard expreſſiens 
if they were our own, and not our betters,. I mean Chriſt, 
and his Apoltks. | 

\Would you permit any whom you were able to hinder, to 
rent the Coat of Chriſt, to tear his Skin, to cut his Fleſh, to 
pull his Arm from his Shoulder ? Thelſc are the things which 
t00 long have been done 1n our eyes : It were good that ſuch 
i;mptous ations, ſo grievous to God,| fo hurtfull to the ſouls 
of men, at laſt were ſtopped, | 

Would you count him a gracious parent, who ſhould 
wink at any who brought into his houſe Vipers and Set= 
pents, Wooltfs and Tigers, to deltroy his Children,? who 
brought in Boxes of Peltiferous Cloaths, and boldly ſpread 
them on the Beds, and about the Table where himfſelt and 
tamily wcereto fit and lie? This 1s the office and onely exer- 
cife of all our Hereticks and Patrons of errour. 

All Chriſtians are obliged to the uttermoſt of their power 
eo quench the fire of Herefieand Schi{m ; but above all other, 
we have aſpectall obligation for this duty ; we havelifted 
up our hands to the melt high Ged, vowing to him, in the 
fight of all the Neighbour-Nations , our endeavours in the 
ſincerity of our hearts, to extirpate Hereſie and Schiſm, and 
whatſoever ſhall be found contrary to ſound Doftrine, with- 
out reſpe&t of perſons. It herein we ſhould be negligent, 
would not God avenge our ſolemn Perjury ? If reſpe to 
any perſon ſhould make us ever think of breaking that Bond, 
and expreſſly contrary thereto to begin once to tamper 


avout the tolecration of errours contrary to found Doctrine z 
| | what 
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what might we and the poſterity expe from the hand of 


the:God of Jultice and Truth? | 


Let none obje& the example of the States of Holland to The exrmple | 
ot Holland an | _} 


us in this point : Ma Bain: 
For firſt, Where the Will of God is evident, the con. NE 


trary example of men is not to be regarded. 
Secondly, The evill example of one Stare, is not to be | 
followed againſt the good example of all other Protcſtant | 


Churches, 
Thirdly, Theſe Srates were never bound to God by ſuch | EE 


a Covenantas we are. 

Fourthly, In theſe States there hath been a connivance | 
at Errours by particular Magiltrates for their private gain ; EL 
but to this hour, was ever any Set among thein, ſo impu- 
dent, as to offer a Petition for a Toleration by Law , when 
lately ſome aſſayed to do it, they. repented ever ſince of that | 


folly. | 

g Laſtly, Hath not the Magiſtrates connivance without | 
any Legall Toleration, ſo much multiplied Sets among 
them , that for this one thing ( though for many other their | 
renown be great) they have become infamous in the Chriſti. 
an World? The godly among them have been more grieved | 
with this ſcandalous fin, then with any other ; and thoſe of | 
them who are wile, do ſce their State this day in greater ; 
civill danger by this peece of 1mpious policy, and from it , 
apprehend greater hazards of cemmotion and ruine to their | 
State, then from any other greund : However, the conni- | | 


vence there at Sets, and the multiplication of Sefts by con- | 
nivence, is no wayes comparable to what 1s among us : but | 
we truſt that this kinde of our erring from the wayes of 
God, is near a period, and ſhall ſhortly be remedied. 


So much for the firſt part of the Churches complaint, Ty. (.conq 
followeth theſecond, And hardned our heart from thy fear, part of the ME 
Not onely they had wanderd out of the wayes of God in Complain: 
divers by-paths of fin ; but in theſe ſins they were obſtinate, ©xP92<s- 
their hearts had been hard, the fear of God moved them not 
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nile of heart. 
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How God 
k-rdencth the 
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to repentance : This was a worſe evill then the firlt ; ſo they 
acknowledge the hand of Ged, and his ſore puniſhment into 
it, and of this make a heavy regrate to him; 

The orizinall word that here 1s turned harden, is but once 
{lic in Scripture, 7b 39. 16. ſpoken of the Oftridge, She us 
hardzcd egain(# her young ones, or 1s removed from her youag 
ones ; ſhe leaveth them alone. It Ggnifies two things, To 
harden, or to remove. Some of the belt Latin Interpreters 


traiflate it here, Why removelt thou our heart from thy fear ? 


The. Chalaee Paraphraft takes it ſoallo : but the Septuaginr, 
and the molt of other Toterpreters old and late, tranſlate 
it 2s we have it : The words will bear both ; but for ſhort- 
n.{lc I (hall hold with our own trarflation oncly. 

Hardneſle of heart is a metaphor, importing the wiltull, 
ooRinate, and rebellious diſpofition of the Spirit againlt the 
fear and counſclls of God : As hard Wax retuſeth the ſtamp, 
while the ſoft receives the impreſſion : A hard Wall puts 
back the Ball , which the ſoft Ayr letteth paſſe through : A 
Corſi:t of Iron holds out the Ballet, which the ſoftneſſe of 
the ficlh receiveth, | 

The way how God hardneth the heart againſt his fear, 1s 
not by infuſion of any hardnefſe, or any evill diſpoſition in- 
to the heart , but by three other a&ons. 

Firſt, By withdrawing of his gracious ſpirit , whoſe 
operation it 15 that ſoftens the heart, and makes it plyable to 
the Counſclls of God, and fubje& to his fear s Deur. 29. 9. 
Thc Lord hath not given you a heart to perceive, eyes to ſee, and 
ears to hear, to thus day : That all they had ſeen in Eyypr and 
in the Wildernefſe, had not pierced their heart with thelove 
and fear of God, Of this wonderfull hardnefſe of the peo- 
ples heart, this reaſon is rendered by foes, God had not 
given them a heart to perceive. 

Belide this negative ation of God 1n hardning the heart, 
he hath two poſitive ; He gives over the heart to its own 
naturall hardneſſe, that it may be more and more hardened : 
Thus, the Lord hardened Pharaohs heart : He not onely with- 
held all the gracious motions of his ſpirit from him , *but - 
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his naturall obſtinacy work it ſelf to an acquired habit of 
hardneſſe : And fo, what was before naturall, became habitn- 
all and judiciall, This is th® judgement ſpoken of, the twelfth 
of 7ohn, trom the ſixth of 1/aiah : Aſake the heart of this pca- 
ple fat ; for their rejecting of my former counſels , 1-t their 
rebellious heart become worſe and worſe , ſo that thy mini- 
ſtery do them no more gocd. 

Thirdly, God gives over the heart judicially hardned by 
it (elf, to Satans teatations, whereby it becomes more blinde, 
dead, and hard, then of it («lf alone it could be z He ſear evil 
Angeis among the Egyptians, for this evill among others, 
P/al. 79. 49. 2 The/. 2. He ſends out Satan to work with 
Antichriſt ; for to blinde the eye, and harden the heart with 


ltrong deluſions. 
By all this you underſtand, why the Church regrates it 


" here to God , That he had hardened her heart from his fear : 


Hardnefſe was naturall to her heart , yet they found Gods 
judgement, cauſing in juſtice that naturall evill to increaſe up- 


on them. 


From this part of the Complaint, obſerve, 74diciaft The DoRrine 
bardneſſe of heart, from the fear of God, in the times of trouble, J Ys gg 
nefle is the 


514 , " - | godlies oreate- 
bles and calamitics of the Jews were great at this time, their 2; rich,” 


z the godlies chiefeſt grief , and complaint to God, The trou- 


fins alſo were great ; But beheld, here they complain to God 
more then for either their calamities, or other fins , that God 
had hardened their heart from his fear, in the mid(t of all 
their ſins and judgements. | 


This was it that made the Prophet jeremy amazed, 7ecre. The P roof. 


5:3, O Lord, thou haſt ftricken them, but they have not grieved z 
thou baſt conſumed them, but they have reſuſed to receive cor- 
reftion ; they have maae their faces harder they a; 66%. 


The Reaſon why this condition of a people is molt la- +.,, 


mentable, is firſt, It is a preſage of deftrution : When 

ſtrokes humble not a people , and ſoften not their heart to 

the fear and obedience of God, then it cometh to this , 1/47 
E 3 ſhaulda. 
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ſhould ye be ſtricken any more, Aﬀter corre@ion is obſtinately 
refuſed, then cometh rejetion. 2 Kings 17. 18. God is very 
apery with the ten Trives, and removes them out of his 
ſroht ; the great cauſe we have, Verſe 14. They haraned their 
necks, like the necks of their fathers, that did not belceve in the 
Lovd their God, This ſame was the cauſe of the ruine of Zery- 


. ſalem, Jere. 19.15. I will bring upon this City all the evill 


T he ſecond 
R 2aſon, 


that I have pronounced againſt it, becauſe thy have haraned 
their necks, that they might not hear my words, Jere. 26, 29. 
The Lord hath rejeed and forſaken the generation of bus wrath, 
becauſe they had hardned their necks, and aid worſe then their 
ather s. | 

Another Reaſon. This 18 ſach an eyill as draweth on 
cternall perdition after temporall ruine. Rom. 2,5. After 
thy hardnefſe and impenitent heart , thou treaſureft up to thy 


ſelf Wrath again#t the day of Wrath. There 1s a treaſure and 


| heapof everlaſting wrath from this hardneſſ?. Heb. 3. 7, To 


The third Reas 
fon, © 


day if ye Will hzar his voice, haraen not your hearts as in the pro- 
vocation : Wherefore I Was grieved with that Generation , and 


[ware in my wrath , They ſhall not enter into my reſt : Meaning 


x - 


ſuch gricf and anger in God againlt this evil, as holds out of 
heaven, 

Thirdly , This fin hath extraordinary malignancy in it, 
though neither cternall nor temporall wrath followed on it : 
The hand of an angry God, of a working devil , and high 
degree of corruption, areintoit : inits produdtion, all theſe 
three have place. Before any be hardned in fin,and become ob= 
{tinate, the corruption of the heart mult be great, and highly 
advanced : Alſo Satans hand is in the blinding of the eyes, 
and ſcaring with the hot-iron, in ſtupifying and making fenſ- 
lefle the conſcience of the hardned perſon : and God, asa juſt 
Judge, putting on the executioner , mult be alſo about this 
ation, So that this hardning is very oft the figne of a Re- 


' probate to Whom God ſhews no mercy : Whom he will he 
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hbardens , and ſueweth mercy 8 whom be will ſhew mercy ; albeit 
its not ever ſo, as 1n our Text and elſewhere. God hardens 
the hearts of ſome for a time, whom thereafter he ſoftens, 
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and to them ſheweth mercy : Yet oft , being the caſe of Re. 
provates, and ever very like to it,and in it ſelf a degree to that . 


wofull condition ; it affrighteth the godly, when they ſee it 
in themſelves or others, and becometh a great part of their 
complaint to God. 

The Uſe is for Exhortation , That we be carcfull to grieve 
and complain to the Lord for this great evil, wherever we 
ſee it, in our ſelves or athers. Not onely the moſt faith- 
fall of Gods Watch-men in all the three Kingdoms, but alſo 
thoſe of the people who by the anointing of God have the 
eyes of their minde opened to ſee the Spirituall cltate of 
their own or their neighbours ſouls, bear witnefſe with an 
unanimous teſtimony , that notwithſtanding all the Judge- 


ments which lie on the Land , yet this hardnefle of heart is 
oreater and more univerſall then ever they have ſeen it, This 


cannot be but the hand of God, adding this Spirituall 
Plague, as the worſt and greateſt of all our evils : For this 
we have great reaſon to mourn, and intreat the remoyall of 


it above all our Woes. 
Motives to the Duty we need no other , then the Reaſons 


of the DoQrine. 

If thou finde this evil my in thy heart, as I doubt not 
but it lodgeth fenfibly in ſome hearts that hear me ; or 
though the Lord had bleſſed thee with the tender heart of 
7ofiah , to mourn for the fins and calamities that are already, 
and to tremble for what further is coming ; yet if thou ſce 
this Miſchief proclaiming it felf in the countenances and 
lives of the moſt of thy neighbours, as truely an obſerving 
21d conſcientious eye will remark too much of it , where- 
ever he will look, even in the days and places of molt ſo- 


lemn Humiliation, when hardnefſe of heart ſhould be ba- | 


niſhed fartheſt away ; this evil, I ſay, wherever found, m thy 
{:1f or others, ſhould be complained of to God : For ha- 
ving init ſo much of an angry God, a buſie devil , and of a 


high degree of humane corruption ; it being alſo a pretage | 


and certain forerunner, if not remedied, of greater Temporal 


Judgentents then yet we have ſeen, albeit we have _ 
h eard 


The Vſe.. 
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heard of as much wo as our fathers in theſe Kingdoms have 


The firſt cure 


of hardnelle 
is, The embra- 
cing of the 


word by faith, + 


felt for ſome hundred yeers , though all their ſuftcrings were 
pat together : Yet the hardneſſe of our hearts, if it conti- 
nue, will make all we have ſuftered but the beginning of evils ; 
yea, this hardnefle of heatt poiſons and envenoms all our 
ſufferings with a curſed quality. Pcltilence , wounds, ſpoi- 
ling of goods, death, are all ſan&iticd and ſweetned to a foft- 
ned heart ; but to a hardned heart they are the firlt as of a 
wofull Tragedie ; there-is a treaſure of wrath, and lake of 
fire and brimſtone at their end attendivg them. 

If we were able, on theſe days fct apart for this end, above 
all other, to attain the bleſſing of a ſoft heart , and the Judge- 
ment of aheart hardned by God removed , | we would quickly 
be ſecure of damnation, we would becom certain of the remo- 
vall of all theſe Judgements which have very long ſo heavily 
lien both on the Church and State, and on the backs , if not 
of our perſens, yet of many in whom our intereſt is great : 
we ſhould be affured of heavenly conſolations againſt all e- 
vils that for thetime were on, or hereafter might befall us. Let 


it therefore be our carnelt endeavour to fnde this bleſſing by 


the Word, by the Sacraments, by puolike by private Prayer, 
by Reading, by Conference, by Meditation. At this time I 
will point at ſome Scripturall helps towards it. 

Firſt, believe the Word of the Lord. Gods Word is the 
means that ſoftneth the heart, like the Sun that melteth the 
wax, likethe Hammer that breaketh the ſtone, the Fire that 
ſoftneth the Iron,the watry cloud that moiftneth the dry and 
parched ground, With all care and conſcience, ſet thy heart 
under the beams of that Sun, the ſtroke of that Hammer, 
before the heat of that fire , under the droppings ef that 
cloud. The contempt, the negleR, the misbelief of this ho- 
ly inſtrument of the Spirit, is a great cauſe of all the hardneſle 
of heart we ſpeak of, Heb. 3. To day if ye Will hear his voice, 
harden not your heart. T ake heed there be nat in any of you an evil 
heart of mubelief. Who w1ll not hear the voice,or doth hear, 
but with an evil heart of misbelief, they harden their heart. 
The Word, which ſhould melt chem as the Sun doth _ 

To hard- 
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hardneth thetn, as the Sun doth Clay : that Word whictreg 


the believer is the loud voice of the Trumpet of God, to wa- 
ken them when ſleeping , to quicken them when dead ; be. 
comes, tothe unbeliever and careleſſe hearer , the ſong of a 
pleaſant voiceto ſing them afleep, and to keep them flzeping. 
To ſuch, the moſt powerfull Miniſtery of a Prophet , of an 
Apoſtle, of Chriſt himſelf, ſerveth to make the heart more 
hard, and fat, and dead then it was before ; as from the ſixth 
of 1/ai. and tvyrelfth of Jobs it is manifclt. That which to 
the faithfull is a quickning Spirit , to the misbeliever is a kil 
ling letter : What to the ons is the power of God to falyati- 
@n, to the other is but as ſounding Braſke and a tinkling Cym- 


bal. Let it therefore be your carneſt endeavour, in all holy 


exerciſes about the Word, private or publike,be it preaching, 
or reading, or conference, to embrace it with an honelt heart, 


with all attention, reverence and faith. 


| Particufarly, embrace and lay up in thy heart the promiſe 


of aſct heart, as it is ſet down, Ezek. 36. 26. there the peo- 
ple of God were ina worſe condition then we yet « The fu- 
ry of the-Lord was ſo far kindled againſt them for their fins, 
that they were caft out of their Land, they were [wallowed up 
or every ſide, as it is inthe third verſe 3 They Were taken #p in 
the lips of talkers , they Were an infamy of the people , and the 
reproach of the Nations , and for all that were not refor- 
med, Sut continaed to profarte the Natne of God, and to en- 
cteaſe their provocations, in the midſt of all their Judge- 
ments : Yet, cyen then, the Lord doth promiſe, For wy own 
Names ſake, not for your ſake, Will I doth : A new heart Will 
1 give you, and a new ſpirit Will 1 put Within yow : I'Will rake 


away the tomy beart ont rf your fleſh, aud Will give you an heart 


of fleſp. Let this Word, as a pickle of good ſeed , be laid 
up in the heart, it will in time break vp to good fruit. This 
is a part of the new Covenant , as appeareth from Fer, 31 
and-32. and Heb. 8. which belongs tous, as to any other, 
which we would embrace, humbly waiting cill the Lord per- 


Eſpecially 


the promiſe of | 


a (ots heart. 
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The ſecond firs for which we ought to mourn ; for ſoftneſle of heart is 


EE” 


Cure of hard- 6jther the ſame thing , or proceeds in a great part from pricf 
EE is, A & and forrow for fin ; as hardneſſe of heart and impenitency 


clear fight 0 


- an. 


. What are the 
fins of the 


Land. 


a — 4... a. 


are the ſame, er are always conjoyned. Thow. from thy 
baranefſe or impeniteut heart. The tendernefle and melting of 
7oſiahs heart , was his mourning for the Lands fin : The ſoft- 
ning of the 7ews heart from their long Plague of induration, 
is, when they are weeping and is b:trermeſſe tor their ſins, as 
exe for bu firft-born. The clear ſight of fir: beipg a help to 
grief, ſorrow and repentance, mult be ſo towards the ſoft- 
nefſe of heart. . The ſpeciall end of theſe ſolemn Humiliati- 
ons is for regiltrating, in clear and legible letters, in the hearts 
of the godly.the ſins both of the Land,and of their own per- 
ſons. The Tables of our conſcience have been fo oft im« 
prefled with thele Types, that I need no more but to remit 


| every one to the books of their breſts ; There you may read 


in capitall letters the cauſe of. our Woes , the marter of our 
Mourning. "SY 
Whilerthe Lords Candle did frine over our head, and We Wa- 
ſhred our ſteps in butter ; while to all the Neigbour- Nations 
for a great number of yeers we were a wonder of Proſperi- 
ty ; and with abundance of all Temporall bleflings, we had 
likewiſe plenty of the Goſpel ; How did we meet the Lord? 
Great numbers of all ranks and ſtates, were obſtinate in 
Idolatry, and known Papiſts. Of them who prefelſ® the 
Truth, how many were altogether void of knowledge, void 
of fear, without any conſcience of God ? The moſt did pol- 
lute the Service and Church of God with manifold Super- 
ſtitions, and Prelaticall Tyranny , perſecuting all who had 
the leaſt zeal to oppoſe their Corruptions ; True Piety was 
mocked. .The Sabbath, by publike Authority, profaned, Co- 
vetouſneſſe, Pride, Oppreſſion, Pampering ft thefleſh, Un- 
cleanneffs, like a flood, did overflow the Land. In theſe ve- 
ry times, when the Lords patience 18 brokea off; and he from 
heaven is revealing his wrath againſt our wickednefſe ; yet 
Where 1s our Repentance ? How many have an car to hear- 
more what the preſent Rods of God do ſpeak, then what 
his 
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his former Favours ? How many Popiſh and Prelaticall 
ſpirits have yet mourned for their old ways ? How many 
upon conſcience have left any of the named abominations ? 
How great an addition have we made to our old heap of fin ? 
Mow much have we put to our old treaſure of wrath ? Ra- 
ther then to be reclaimed from their ways, Hath not a great 
partrun to the Sword, and cevered the Land with more in- 
nocent blood, more Rapines and Raviſhments then this 1ile 
did ſee for many Apes together ? 
Many whem Gods mercy hath ſeparate to the right hand, Epiſcopcy - 
- How do they ſtill provoke theLord,continuing without gri:f and Indepen- | 
for their old ways? And ſundry of them who profeſſemoſt Pj. 4<ncy How 
ety,advancing the old anhappie way of this Land,an aftcati- 4 Bae SH 
on of ſingularity and diftcrence from all theReformed : The ; 
bitter Potions of Con ng: have not yet purged out 
this very evil humourof many ſtomacks. The vain ſpirics of 
this Land made that the peculiar glory of Eg/and,which was 
trucly her peculiar infamy , and proper uithappineſſe, and 
the ſpeciall grief of the moſt godly in the Land : The gloria- 
tion of theſe light ſpirits was, That England did exccll all 
_ otherReformed Churches 1n their Epiſcopacy and Service- 
book: alſe , That the moderation of their King and Prelats 
was ſuch, that Romane Gatholikes might enjoy a ſober liber- 
ty among them , without all hazard of perſecution. Is this 
humour diminifhed to this day ? Or, witha little change, 
doth it not-predomine yet in many ? We muſt ſtill excell all 
other Churches in our Government : In place of Epiſcopa- 
Cie, we Will bave a new Popularity : Juſt the old Brows- 
niſm of the rigid Separatilts, covered with the new name 
of Independency -: For after triall*it will be found , that 
this new and A£1:dale way (asitis called) is really the ex- 
tremity of the moſt rigid Separation : That it' is not a /emz, 
but a /e/q#i-Separation ; That for the ſmaller crotchets of Independency 
the Browniſts which they lay aſide , they adde moreerrors, is nor a ſer, + 
of a worle ſtamp, which the old Separatiſts were wont much > 2 /e/qui-ic- 
to deteſt, | | | PArAtion., 
But to {weeten or new —_— above other Proteſtants, 
| 2 it 
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A third Cure 
of hardneile 15 
Motves te 
tcar. 


i. Judgements 
©N Vikers» 


it muſt be mixed with'a Liberty ef Conſcience; not that, for 
which the King, Court and Bifhops were lately fo much 
cryed out upon , The tolcration onely of Papiſts, or avy one 
falſe Religion ;. but a full and Catholike Liberty for all imagi- 
nable kinges of falſe Religion;much morxethen to this day was 
ever required, either in 4mſterdam, or Pali, or Tranfiluanis, 
or any where elſe where the licentiouſtcſle of errivg , in the 
great wrath of God , hath been permitted todwell, Upon 
thefe things the godly would look , not as upon a ſubj<& of 
talking, or an incentive of wrath and indignation againſt the 
perſons of apy ; but to be matter of heart-gricf, and mour- 
ning to the Lord in our. ſecret places. 

In the end of this Catalogue of puvlike fins, thom wouldft 


have annexed & Regiſter of thy perſonall provocations : / 
When thou halt brought the Candle of Gods Werd and Spi- 


rit within thy own houſe, and within the Cabinet of thy 
own breſt ; doubtlefſe thou wilt behold ſo many abominati- 
ens, beth flcthly and ſpirituall, that will be juſt cauſe cf wa» 
tering thy Couch with thy tears, and pouring out thy 
heart bcfore the face of the Loxd, if thou wer able, in tears 
of blood. LF” 

A third help to ſoftnefſe of heart, is Motives te fear ; for 
this hardneſle of heart proceedeth as from 1nisbelicf andim- 
penitency ; ſo alſo from ſecurity : wherefore in our Text it 
is oppolite to fear : by bait thow hardned our hearts from 
thy fear ? And Fofiab, 10 ſoon as tenderneſle of heart came 
upon him , began to fear and tremble. So Motives to fear, 
are helps to foftnefſe , and cures for hardneſſe of heart : Of 
theſe, I point ſhortly bat at three : The Judgements of God 
on others ; His Mercics tous : And, if theſe afte& not, The 
Wrath yet tocome on us. 

For the tiſt, we would oft remember the examples given us 
by God : Who ever thou art y thou haft thy patern from 
God : Be thou a Church-man, a Citizen, a Knight, an Ear}, 


a Duke, a Prince z how hath the Lord ſcourged divers of thy - 


Coat lately before thy eyes? weunded, killed, impoveriſhed, 
- diſgraced 


— 
—— — - —_ —_- 


—— > <——_ — - 
— - ——-—-—- — 
9 — - —— _ _ B_ 


ah. de —_ 


the Houſe of Lords, Jaly 30. x645. 


———— 


difpraced many,end pat othgrs to ſtand this day on the brink 
of ruine and worldly miſery ? Were they. the preareſt finners 
ou Whom the T ower of Siloam fell ? Or th:y Whoſe blood Pilate 
mingled With their Sacrifice ? The Lords remark on theſe 
Judgements was, That except We repent, We ſhall all likewiſ* 
p:riſh. The late Judgements which God hath inflited on 
many of thy quality, are loud words to thee, that thuyu 
mayelt fear and tremble ; that thy heart may melt within 


thee for thy fins , leſt the Lord make thee a ſpeRacle of 


Judgement to others, who by the miſeries of others wouldſt 
not be taught to repent, 


Again 5 Remember the oreat mercies of the Lord : For >. Mercics 
there ts mercy With God , that he may be feared. The fpeciall ens. 


means whereby Nathan ſoftned the heart of David, after ic 
had been long hardned' in fin with Barheba, was a Catz- 
lopne of Gods mercies towards him, 2 Sam. 2. 7 d livered 
thee ont of the hand of Sawul ; I made thee King over Iſrael ; 1 
gave thee thy maſters honſe ; and if thar had been too little, 7 
World have given thee more : Why haft thou deſpiſed my Com- 
mandment ? The ointment of mercy ts moſt foftning of a 
gracious heart, when it growcth into hardnefle : Its good to 
have a Regiſtcr of Gods fayours both to the publike and thy 
perſon. Cenfider all that the Lord hath done lately for the 
Churgh and Kingdom. If-the Malignant parey had prevailed, 
(as once they were too like to have done) if their Tyranny 
inChurch and State had been tablſhed by the overthrow 
of the pracions party in the whole He ; what wofult days 
ſhould have come upon us and the poſterity * That the Lord 
hath heard our Prayers, and from the heaven hath done fo 
many and fo great thinss for us :' That weare in fo fair a 
way to have both Church and State fetled according to Truth 
and Juſtice a That for oar perfons , we have been gmded a- 
right in thecommon Canſe; that when fo many greater, wi- 
tr, better then we, have been given over to the countels of 
their own hearts, to joyn with the enemy, for their own 
diſpraceand wrack 2 Thit-the Eord ſhantd have kept thy 
kcart kratt, and holden thee or that fide wherein was Juſtice, 
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2. Greater 
Judgements 
yet COMmINg- 


Truth, and the blefling of God : Thatin that party the Lord 


bath taken any ſervice at thy hand, when many , more able, 
and as willing, have been unferviceable ; That thy life , thy 
limbs, thy «ſtate, are preſerved , when this ſervice hath colt 
many their life, ſome their limbs, ſome their eſtates. Theſe 
and the like fayours would be remembred , for the ſoftning 
of our heart. 
In the third place, if neither Judgements on others, nor 
mercies on thy (elf , will move ; conſider what remedilc(ie 
evils may ſhortly be the reward of ſo great a contempt. 
W hen Nebals heart grew like a ſtone within him , the hand 
of God did ina little time cut him off by death. When nei- 
ther Juagements nor mercies bring a heart to fear , the Lord 
uſually pours out the full Vials of his heavieſt wrath. It is 
a fearfull thing to fall inte the hand of that conſuming fire. 
We would do well to be lifting up our eyes to that inviſible 
Spirit whom the world cannot ſee; To behold his hand gai- 
ding all the wheels of publike and private affairs. Were our 
State much better ſetled then yet for a long time ir can be ; 
if ke be misKent, hecancaft down in a moment more then 
men can build in many yeers. If he be not feared and ſought 
to, he will to crofſe and confound the guides of Church and 
State, that waen they are at the end of the Wilderneſſe, on 
the very borders of Canaar , he can bring them back tg toil 
in the Wilderneſſe till they die , without ſo much as a ſight 
of that Canaan, though once they had come very neer unto 
it. Aldelt the publike did proſper , yet the fearfull wrath of 
God, for thy hardneſſe of heart , may light en thy perſon. 
Achan way be ſtoned to death in the valley of Achor , in the 
midſt of //7aels triumph. The misbelieving Prince in $4- 
maria may ſee the Plenty , but be cruſhed , before he taſte 
thereof, Thy hardneſſe of heart, if it remain, will ruine 
thee : What the fury and curſe of ar. angry God hath ever 
brought on a miſerable ſinner in this life, think upon it, 
for fhortly it may be thy portion ; and , which is infinitcly 
worle, the whole treaſurcs of the wrath to come, a greater 
then ordinary condemnation,for thy impenitency.& hardnes 
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of hcart , if thou remain as thou art , cannot but fall upon 
thee. | 
The laſt help I propone, _ is Earnelt Prayer. Sometimes 
q all the forme? helps. will not do it; for ,F: heart i deſpce ke pany > ap 
; rately Wicked , and inctedibly hard , like that of Leviathan, Prayer, 
70b. 41.24. His heart ts firm as a ftone , as hard as the nather 
milfFone. When we finde it thus , ſhall we give over in dc 
; - ſpair ? Not ſo : For there is yet mercy and' power in God 
to make the rocks flow down ,” to melt the mountains, to 
| difſolve the Adamant-ſtones. There 1s a Wartant, Neh. g. 
j once and again proponed, for the people of God tolay hold 
n. on Gods mercy and power , in the midſt of their preateſt- 
Rebellion and Induration, verſe 16. Our fathers dealt progd- 
| ly , andhardned their n:cks, and hearkned not to thy Command- 
ments : But thon art a Gad ready to pardon, pracions and m:y- 
cifull ; theu forſakeft them not, Alſo in the 29 verſe, They 
dealt proudly , and Withdrew' the ſhonlder , and hardned their 


F necks, and Would not hear. Yet inthe 31 verſe, Newerthele(ſe 
thou didft not forſake thrm ; for thou art a gracious and merci» 
1 full God. | 


What heart can be'more hard and blinde then Pals , 
When he made havock of the Church ? yet the Lord made 
the ſcales to fall from his eyes, and put in his breſt, in place 
of the ſtone, a moſt gracious, ſeft and ſpirituall piece of flcth.,, 
# The. ſpeRacle of the greateſt induration , the Fews , when 
1 ' theSpirit comes on them , their moſt obdured hearts fall to 
| the greateſt: mourning , Zech. 12, Let it therefore de our: 
cate, in our greateſt hardneſſe, to lie at the Throne of Grace, 
to cry on (till for this mercy of a ſoft heart ; who knoweth 
| ' how ſoon the Lord may hear and anſwer ? When nothing 
elſe can help us, if he himſelf come down, all will yeeld: 
, to his power. When the King of Glory corhes to aſſault the 
molt tif and beſt-cloſed 'heart , all doors are_caſt 'open to. 
him, P/a4.24.9. Hebreak:th the'gates of braſſe , and ſmaterh 
the bars of iron in [under , Plal.107. 16. When he pnts his 
er in the hole of the door, the bowels of the ſecure Spouſe 


' £n 
will ſhortly bemoved for him, Carr. 5. 4. It mult be our' 
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The zeal of 
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COU PLoer , that the Lord would come to put away 
the hardneſle of our heart, to enlighten it with faith, to melt 


it with repentance, to break it with fear ; that fo it may be a 
fitted Sanuary for his perpetuall inhabitation: 

If time were not palt , there are1n the ſecond part of the 
Text, the Churches petition for the Lords return, ſundry 
things uſefull for the preſent occaſion. Look ina lutleupon 
the meaning of the words. 


The returning of the Lord, is a metaphor taken from finite 


creatures, that go and come : But properly the Lord cannot 
move fron place to place ; for bis Eſſence is infinite g, he is 
effentially omzzi=preſcnt 5 God is every Where, in the heaven, 
in the earth,in the Sea. P/a/. 139. If 1 aſcend up unto heaven, 
thou art therezif 1 make my bed in hell, thou art there: neither ſo 
ancly, bat he falls the heaven and the earth, er. 23.24. Do not 
1 fill the heaven and the earth,ſaith the Lord * But not ſo, as if 
axyhen he filled all things, he could be within the circle of the 
higheſt heavens : 1 Kings 8.27, Behola, the heavens, and the 
heaven of heavens, could not contain thee. We have the reaſon 
1n or 11.3. The perfeAtion of God is ſuch, that it is 4« high 
4s heaven, deeper then hell, longer then the earth, and broader ther 
the Sea. © | 

But beware to conceive of this infinite and immenſe EC. 
ſence of God, which is'in all places, and without all places, 
as of a bodily ſubſtance ; for God.is a Spirit,and that of an in« 
finite ſimplicity : take heed of all groſſe imagivations of him, 
leſt thou tura him to an idol of thine own makin F 

Not long ago, YVor/ti4 and ſome of the Arminians in Hol. 


the Court of [/and, began fult to brangle with their Problems, and there. 


Enzlendagainit 
Forſtius here- 


hes, 


after, to deny with their poſitive aſſertions, theſe ground- 
ſtones of Religion. At that time, the zeal of England brake 
out , to the joy of all the Churches : Then the care of the 
King, andthe very Prelats, was great, not onely to Keep He- 
reſies, as helliſh vapours, out of England; but to have them 
ſuppreſſed among their neighbours in Holland, with all ſpeed: 
We hope it ſhall never be told to poſterity , that the zeal of 
this Parliament was leſſe againſt Errours at home , then the 

| Courts 
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Courts wont to be againſt that evil abroad, And however 


for the preſent there ve nothing ſo ſacred in the Divine Ni- 


tureand Perſons, which the boldnefſe of Heretikes among 
us, ariſing onely from impunity, dare not wickedly pro- 
tane ; yet erelong we expeRt a remedy to this aud many 
more evils. 
The Returning whereof our Text ſpeaketh, is not to be 
underſteod of the Divine Effence, Nature, Subſtance, nor of 
the Lords common Operations ; but of his gracious Works, 
of his Mercy and Compaſſion, as we have it cxprefly, Zece.r. 
16. I am returned to Jeruſalem with mercy : And fer. 12.55. 
I will return and have compaſſion onthem, AS a man 1n his 
anger turns his-back , and gocth his way ; but when recon- 
Ciled, he cometh back : So the Lord, when | ouhvors pro- 
voked witk the fins of his people, for a time departethto his 
place, kideth his face, withdraweth the ſignes of his favour : 
but thereafter , when appeaſed , he maketh his face to ſhine, 
#nd by his Spirit works graciouſly in the ſeduced and ovdu- 
ted hcart :. For this the Church here petitions, That the 
Lord: wovld return, and make himſclf ſenfibly preſent to-- 
her, and by the pracious work of his Spirit, reclaim her 
f: o a theſeercours, and that hardneſſe of heart whereinto by 
his abſ{cnce the had fallen. | 
The Ground whereupon the Petition is builded, is, Gods 
Relation to them , and their Intereſt in God : They were | 
his {:1 vants, he their Lord and Maſter ; as it is inthe lalt 
verle ; We are thine : thou never bareſt ral: over thews : they | 


Were never calted by ty Name. Since the Lord had taken | - 


them to| be his people to ſerve him, this was a ground to 
them ,- That he would not fully nor finally. caſt: them oft ; 
but, for his intereſt in them , would return. This is cleared: 
in the laſt words, his returning te-them was not for any 
good was in them , but becauſe they were The Tribes of bis 
Inheritance : Among all the inhabitants of the earth, he had 
choſen for his portion the Tribes of ?acob, as the word (igni- 
hes the Rods or Branches that ſprang ont of the Root of 
Z«cob , for his peculiar poſſeſſion :. Dent, 32,8, hen tht 
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Moſt bigh divided to the Nations their Inberitance , When he ſee 


— 


parated i he ſons of Adam ; the Lords portion was his peeple, and 
Zacob the lot of by inberitance, . Out of the Whole world, 
he choſe 1/ael for his peculiar portion ; as 1t 151N Ames a, 
T hee on ly hve 1 known, of all the families of the earth. - Not 
for any good in them, but alone for his own love and good 
will ; aSit iS, Demt.7.8, | | 

Were not the time paſt , we would have evlarged theſe 
Odfcrvations : 

Firſt, The proper, the ſovereign, the onely Cure of an erring 
ſpirit and har ducd heart, is the preſence, the retarny the graciond 
entrance of God in the heart. 

Seconcly, When rhe Lord upon entreaty hath come into the 
h:art , and begins to enlighten and ſoften it ; he would be enter. 
tained with much love, humility, fear , care. All in the heart 
that may grieve his holy eye, would be ſwept out, leſt, if 
again he depart in anper , the laſt eſtate be worſe then the 


k./ 


fult. 

Thirdly, A Land wherein the ſpirit of Errour and Tndura- 
tion doth predomine, cannot enjoy the pra: ions preſence of the 
Spirit of Truth, 2 Cor. 6.15. What communion hath light 
with darknefſe * What concord bath Chriſt with Bclial ? 

Fourthly, 44 who plead for a Liberty of habitation to erre- 
nous ſpirits in this Land , require, in plain Engliſh, a Liberty, 
fo far as 1 un them, to baniſh Gol ogt of England. 

Fifthly , When by the 7udgement of God the ſpirit of Errouy 
hathentred a Lavd, there s noputting of himont, but by Gods 
own Arm ; for he is a great acal ſtronger then mer, Zech,13.2, 
It is the Lord who takes 1t on him to cauſe rhe falſe Prophets, 
and the wnclean ſpirit that leads them , ro paſſe oxt of the 
Land. 

Sixthly , Though the 7udgement of Erring and Tudaration 
cannot be cured but by the return of the Lord ; though the ſub- 
duing of the ſpirit of Errour and Obſtinacie be the work of Gods 
hand : yt every good man, according 30 by plate and calling ; 
above all, the Nebles of a Land, and the Houſes of Parliament, 
would employ their whelt ftrength ta bel the Lord againſt thas 
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the Horſe of Lords, July 30. 1645. 
| Prong one. We tempt God, when we neglect to aſe the 
F - means for doing of that work wherein he hath the princi- 
pall hand. Becauſe welive in God, Shall wenot-cat, and 
drink, and keep our ſlves from ſeen dangers ? Te ws the 
Lord that fubdues our enemi:s under 1s ; therefore ſhall not 
our Souldiers fight 2 The Lords Spirit is the ſubduer of the . 
ſpirit of Errour ; therefore Aſſemblies and Parliaments 
need to have no care of this matter Þ* When Satan reaſoned 
chus with Chrilt, He hath given his Angels charge over thee; . 
therefore c.3F thy ſelf down headlong : he replicth wiſely, 
' Thou ſhalt ot tempt the Loyd thy God. 

Seventhly , God will return for his ſervants ſake, in the moſt 
deſperate times : When Cal umities have wracked the State, when. 
Erronr and Obſftinacy ( and theſe Fudiciall ) lie on the fpirits of 
« people ; rhe faithful expe , believe , pray for favour , upon 
the ground of their relation to Ged,ſtill remaining in the mid; beth 
of ſins and miſeries ; they are his ſervant , and he their Lord. 

 Theconſcience of a dcfire to ſerve the Lord, is a Ground of 
hope in our hardeſt conditions, 

Eighthly, No hope of a deliverance by God in neercy from a 
any Judgement , wnleſſe we be willing to ſirve him 4s an abſolute 
Mafter. The greateſt enemies of a State, are thoſe, who 
would evert or enervate the Relation of maſter and ſervant, 

between God and a people ; for this Relation is the ground- 
ſtone of all the PretcRion , of all the Deliverance we may 
expc or pray for from God. .Popes, Kings, Biſhops, have 
been ſtriving to be lords over Gods Flock ; that ambition A 
hath coſt all the three dear. Let Chrilt alone ( by his own 
Laws, 'his own Officers , and his own Courts) have the 
| full Spicitaall aud EcclcſaltickGovernment of his Churches: 
| The taking of this from him, may ſpoil us of his proteRion. 
| Thoſe men that are moſt carefull to vindicate the right of 
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Chriſt, are beſt ſcrvants to the State ; for they lay a ſure 
foundation of Chriſts favour and pretetion to that State 
5 wherein they ſettle'Chrilt as the onely King, Lord and Maſter 
| of the Church, 
| Nintbly , ConSarr the wnexpreſſible benignity of God, 9 
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chuſing out among the chilaren of ſinful and miſerabl: men, ſome 
to be his own inheritance : That the Infinite and All-ſuf-cient 
God, who hath need of nothing, and to whom all creatures 
can adde no-perfeRion ; in all Ages ſhouid delight to have 
a poſ. ion and inheritance among mer, as his peculiar trea- 
ſure, they to be his, and he to betheirs; its a wonderfull 
loveto men. | 

Tenthly, Gods Tnhererance , hss peculiar People, by dearcit 
Chilaren,if they will venture on fin, they ſhall be ſurc of Plagucs 
both Spirituall and Temporal, rather then any other people of the 
wor [4 : For their (ins are greateſt, betng againlt amolt loving 
Father : It concerns him in honour and glory not-te let them 
go with their ſcandalous treſpaſſes : He would be blaſphe- 
med, if they went unpuniſaed. The onely have I known of 
all rhe families of the earth, therefore I will puniſh thee for all thy 


tranſgreſſions. 


El-venthly, The Spirit of Adoption , nnder great fins, and 


gricvous puniſhments therefore, moves the children of God to la 
held on their previleages for the melting of ther beart, and bring= 
ing thems to Repenrance, | 

inally, The ſWweereFt exerciſe of a Chriſtian, 1s the tmpron 
wing of the priviledge in band, T he making uſe daily of this mu. 
twall Relation, We are Goas Inheritance, and God U our Portion, 
A ſcul truely religious , muſt give it ſelf up fully to be poſſiſt 
and filled by God , to be repleniſhed in minde, will, affei- 
ons, memory, conſcience, and every faculty, with the whole 
fulncſſe of God, as an inhabitant, as a due, proper and onely 
heritor ; On the other part, it will claim and lay hold by 
faith, on tke power, the glory, the truth, the mercy, and all 
that is in God, as its own peculiar portion, as the onely he» 
ritage which either in earth or heaven it defircth to enjoy. 

But being cut off by time from enlarging theſe things, I 
commend them and thercſt to your meditation , aud the bleſ- 
{ing of God. 


—_— DC ll... 
> OOO 


_ - ou - ——_— —— —_ 


- 


. 


—_— 


———_ 


ms... A 


he. tit 


20$00200602@$200055 


Die Towis, 31 Fulit, 1645. 
Rdered by the Lords in Par- 
ltament, That Maſter Bayle, 


who preached yeſterday beforethe 


Lords of Parliament in the Ab- 
bey-Church We/lminſler , it being 
the day of the Publike Faſt , 15 
herebythanked for the great pains 
he took in his Sermon,, and deſi- 
red to print and publiſh the ſame; 
which is to be printed by none but 
ſuch as ſhall be authorrzed by the 


ſaid Maſter Bayke. 


7ob. Brown, (ler. Parliamentorum. 


Ido appoint Samuel Gellibrand to print my 


Sermon. 
RoBERT BATYLIE. 


